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YOUNG VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
sports and literacy programme
where she supports younger
students in sporting activities and
then helps them with their reading
before school that was singled out
for special praise. We are very
proud of her and of her splendid
trophy which is now on display in
the Academy.

As I write this it is still November,
although only just. Even now,
Christmas seems to be approaching
ever faster and by the time you read
this, it will almost have arrived.
At this time of year, one of the
key messages I like to build into
assemblies is that, while I quite
understand that a key question for
many of our students as the holiday
approaches is “what am I getting for
Christmas?”, this is just as much a
time for giving, sharing and thanking.
It was highly fitting, therefore, that
last week I had the privilege of
attending the EveryBody Cheshire
East Sports Awards. I was there
because Francesca Smith, our Head
Girl, had been nominated as Young

Volunteer of the Year. Like the other
nominees, Fran has been extraordinarily
generous in the way that she has
given her time and shared her skills
with other Academy students, with
children from our partner primary
schools and even as coach to a ladies’
netball team. Listening to the
contribution that the five young
nominees had made to their local
communities was an inspiration in
itself and gave all of us at the event
the opportunity to thank them all for
their enthusiasm and commitment.
Without a doubt, though, the highlight
of the evening was the announcement
that, even in the face of such stiff
competition, Fran had been chosen as
the overall winner and that it was her
contribution to our early morning

www.macclesfieldacademy.org

On the theme of thanking and
giving, this is, sadly, my last
opportunity, in writing at least, to
thank two departing teachers for
all that they have given to the
Academy. Mr Rick Fisher and Mr
Nigel Hooley leave us at the end of
this term for, respectively, the wind
and rain of Huddersfield and the
sunnier climate of Australia.
Each has brought to his teaching a
distinctive style, a highly personal
sense of humour and a great deal
of hard work and we wish them
both well.
It now just remains for me to
thank all of you for your support
through another year and to give
you my very best wishes for a
Happy Christmas.

RICHARD HEDGE
Headteacher

info@macclesfieldacademy.org
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Rave Review
It is always great to receive feedback
from visitors about the impression they
have formed of The Academy. The email
below speaks for itself.

I am writing after spending the day at Macclesfield Academy
to attend a course organised by the Aspirer Teaching Alliance.
Whilst I know the course was not delivered by staff at the school,
I would like to express how impressed I was by the staff, pupils
and ambiance of the school.
I witnessed the very respectful, calm but firm way late students
were dealt with at the front Reception area, which meant in turn
the students were respectful back to staff. I also observed a
member of staff deal with a number of issues calmly and rapidly.
I know that what I encountered does not happen this way by
chance, it is due to consistent and clear expectations and
boundaries, which is testament to the ethos of your school, the
skills of your staff and the receptive nature of your pupils. All of
the other members of staff that I encountered were extremely
helpful and accommodating. The building itself is immaculate
and has a real inspiring feel about it. The work on display and the
banners detailing the findings of Ofsted project a sense of pride
and give a clear indication that the progress and achievement of
pupils is celebrated.
I grew up in Macclesfield, however I spent a long period in the
South West and when I left the area to train to become a teacher
your site was still known as Ryles Park. I returned to the area
two years ago to teach in a primary school in Alderley Edge and
I can honestly say that walking into your school today was a real
breath of fresh air. I have a new found confidence in the
secondary education in Macclesfield due to my brief visit today
and I am pleased that other schools will benefit through the
Aspirer Teaching Alliance.
As a teacher, I know all too well that schools often get picked up
on the things that they may not get quite right, and very rarely
receive positive praise. Although this email may seem minimal
in the grand scheme of things, I decided to take the time to sit
down and tell you about my positive experience which although
only a snap shot, has left a great impression.
2
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Tiny
Adventures
As Christmas approaches, we have
been delighted to welcome some
very small and very special visitors
to the Academy. Children from the
Tiny Adventures nursery here on
the Learning Zone are holding their
Christmas concert in our hall and
have started coming over to
practise in the “big school” under
the watchful eye of Mr Rodgers.

Governor
News
We are delighted that this term we
have added two new governors to
our Governing Board. Mrs Mary
Grant has been appointed by
Macclesfield College as a sponsor
governor and, following requests for
nominations in the July and October
newsletters, Mr Paul Lawton has
been elected as a parent governor.
This means we are nearly back up
to our full complement. We are
currently looking for one further
governor, preferably with secondary
school leadership experience, to
recommend to Cheshire East Council
as their nominee for the Board.
If you know of anyone who may be
interested, please refer them to the
details on the Academy website.

info@macclesfieldacademy.org
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Our Afternoon as Spanish Teachers

A group of Year 11 students who
are studying Advanced Spanish
during enrichment sessions
(Kymara Akinpelumi, Izzie
Rowbotham, Chloe Walton, Kiera
Fritz, Tia Barton, Oscar HeathJones, Bradley Clarke), went to one
of our feeder schools, Parkroyal, to
teach the Year 4 students Spanish,
to celebrate European Languages
Day. This is their report.
We split into three groups, each
taking different topics and taught
10 minute lessons.
Bradley and Oscar were first to
become Spanish teachers for the
excited Year 4 students. Our topic
was ‘Los Numeros Españoles’
which translates as the Spanish
numbers. We started by saying
the numbers and asking them to
repeat them after us. We then
gave them sets of cards and asked
them to hold up the number when
we showed the Spanish word.
Following the teaching, we played
an energetic game of four corners

with the numbers 1-5 which we had
just learnt. We shouted the numbers
then they would all run to that
number on the wall. The children
were very enthusiastic and got fully
involved with all the activities. We
were pleased with how much they
appreciated what we did and joined
in our games.
After we watched Bradley and Oscar
take the role of the teacher, Kymara
Chloe and Izzie were next up to show
off their teaching skills, having to
improvise their lesson plan after
the whole PowerPoint was lost!
The children, ecstatic from Bradley
and Oscar’s hyperactive game,
seemed happy to find out that they
were about to be taught ‘heads,
shoulders knees and toes’ in fluent
Spanish. However, we did teach them
‘hello’ (Hola) as it wouldn’t be good if
they met a Spanish person and could
only reply singing ‘heads shoulders
knees and toes’ would it? Firstly we
went through the body parts and the
children recalled them after us. They
were then asked to stick Spanish

www.macclesfieldacademy.org

cards on the
correct place
on a body; all
the children
were so
supportive
towards each
other, preventing
one another
from muddling
their toes up
with their
shoulders.
Brilliant! Now
for the finale,
we did it! The
children’s voices
blossomed,
harmonising
better than Abba as they sang us
‘heads shoulders knees and toes’
three times running! We just
couldn’t get enough! Even some
came to the front of the class to
wow us with their solos. Our
improvised lesson was definitely
better than expected.
Next Kiera and Tia took the
opportunity to teach the children
Spanish for three colours, (red,
yellow and green). We then
encouraged them to use the new
information in a fun and innovative
game of ‘Traffic Lights’. The children
seemed to enjoy coordinating their
new language skills with a game
they were already familiar with.
All of the pupils in the class that we
visited (Year 4) were enthusiastic
and loved learning a new language
as part of their European
Languages Day celebrations, and
we hope that we left them with a
passion for learning languages and
that this love will continue into
their future careers.

info@macclesfieldacademy.org
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Year 9 Business Studies Miss Rachel
Byron

A group of our Year 9 students went to McDonald’s in Macclesfield in
November to interview the manager as part of their Business Studies course.
We went to McDonald’s in
Macclesfield to interview the
manager about his franchise and to
find out how easy it might be to set
one up. The manager was very nice
and he treated us like royalty.
We had reserved seats and were
given free drinks. After we had talked
about the franchise, he asked us if we
had any questions. We asked him:
•
•
•
•
•

We then had lunch at McDonald’s
and we got food and service like
the King and Queen! The best
thing about the manager is that
he treats customers and staff
very well indeed.
By James Griffiths (9AND)

We are pleased to announce that
Miss Rachel Byron will join our
science team in January. Miss Byron
emerged successful from a day long
interview process earlier this term
and, as a graduate in forensic
science, is looking forward to
solving the mystery of Mr
Choudhury’s wardrobe!

Motte and
Bailey
Castles

What is a franchise?
Why set one up?
Is it easy?
Does it take a lot of time?
Do you need a lot of money?

He told us that you have to be
happy both with the company you
are buying the franchise from and
the products you will be selling.
He told us that it is expensive
because you have to put in £50,000
and work for free for 9 months!

GCSE Geographers Visit Wildboarclough
By Y10 students Joseph Richardson and Tristan Staszko

On 22nd October, the GCSE
Geography group visited
Wildboarclough to take readings
from the Cumberland Clough brook
armed with thick coats, gloves and
Mr Martyn’s favourite snack, dog
biscuits! The students measured
the width, depth and velocity of
the brook. Mr Martyn led the group
and taught them how to take the
readings and the theory behind
the changes in the brook as it
moved downstream. Some of the
highlights of the trip included
watching people slip and fall an
obscene amount of times and
observing soggy mounds of dog
4

biscuits flow down the river, using
them to calculate the river’s velocity.
All this work provided us with the
data and a lot of the theory required
for a successful piece of coursework
which is integral to a good grade.

www.macclesfieldacademy.org

History for the Year 7 transition
group has been a ‘hands on’
experience this half term. William
the Conqueror had nothing on the
castles that were built over October
half term! Mr Martyn, our Head of
Humanities, was very impressed
with the level of detail and effort
when he came to judge the
craftsmanship. Overall, Leah Bethell
won the prize for the best built and
most historically accurate Motte
and Bailey castle.

info@macclesfieldacademy.org
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Siemens Rollercoaster Challenge
Siemens, one of our Academy
partners. We also have mentors from
Siemens who come along to assist
the students with the research and
design process.

Eleanor Adshead, Liberty Lovatt,
Ben Williamson, Ryan Furnival
(Siemens Mentor), Sam Shatwell,
Tom Ward.

This term we have more
groups than ever entering the
Rollercoaster Challenge! The Key
Stage 3 students are working in
teams to create a fully working
prototype of a Rollercoaster.
The Rollercoaster Challenge has
been devised and delivered by

The students meet every week after
school and also during Enrichment
on a Thursday afternoon. We also
have staff from different departments
across the Academy getting involved
with the challenge which is led by
Technology Subject Leader,
Mrs Lucas.
This year there will be a semi-final
with two teams from each school
which will then go forward to the
final in the New Year.

KITCHEN ASSISTANT
Required as soon as possible
We have a vacancy for a Kitchen
Assistant.
• £6.50 per hour
• Term time only
• Hours to be determined

Please contact our
Catering Supervisor,
Mrs Angela Salt, on
01625 383141 for
further details.

Siemens ‘Stick Splosion’
A group of Year 10 girls were selected
to take part in a Girls in Engineering
event at Siemens, Congleton on
14th October. The girls created a
ladder of lolly sticks, which when
woven together, formed a matrix
called a ‘stick bomb’. The team
creating the most successful and
dramatic ‘stick bomb’ was declared
the winner. The girls - Ellie Hall,
Natasha Boden, Rosie Gunter, Emily
Lyons, Charlotte Morgan, Shoni Rae,
Lily Moores, Bethan Poirrette, Kizzy
Wrenn and India Campbell worked
really well as a team and met
students from other schools.

www.macclesfieldacademy.org

Raising
Funds for
Homeless
Young
People
in Africa
A number of our students have
compiled a CD during enrichment
with Ngage, an organisation that
works with young people to help
them reach their full potential.
Our students have designed the
cover, produced all the music
(some did the singing) and decided
on a name, Love Letters, for the CD.
Students sold the CDs to staff
and pupils at lunchtime on 13th
November and raised £54 for
Retracking, a charity which helps
homeless young people in Africa.
Very well done to Gabby Simpson,
Lucy Beresford, Chloe Atkinson,
Sophie Jones, Kayleigh Boddy, Will
Windsor and Jordan Lloyd for raising
funds for people less fortunate
than themselves.

info@macclesfieldacademy.org
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Annual Concert
Watched by parents, family, friends
and governors, our Annual Concert
on Tuesday evening, as always,
showed our talented students’
at their very best. Students from
all year groups put on a varied
programme of solo and group
performances. Staff and students
formed a “big choir” and sang
a medley of popular and
Christmas songs.
All students were given the
opportunity to take part in the
concert regardless of experience.
As a result, over 100 students
were involved and are to be
congratulated on their enthusiasm
and dedication in ensuring the
evening’s success. We were

delighted to award the annual
music trophy, the Kenric Smith
Music Award, to Ryan Booth.
Students had been busy in
Enrichment, ensuring that there
was lots of stock to sell at the stalls
during the Christmas Concert.
Christmas goodies on offer included
candles decorated with Mehndi
designs, pom-pom decorations, an
array of Christmas decorations and
cards embellished with ‘quilled’
designs. All of the money raised
went to the East Cheshire Hospice.
Our thanks, as always, go to
Mr Rodgers and everyone involved
– both staff and students – for
another enjoyable evening.

Rotary
Interviews
For the fourth year running, the local
Rotary Club gave up their time to
come in to school to help prepare
Year 11 for life after exams.
All students completed a job
application form and were then
interviewed by a member of the
Rotary Club, giving them valuable
interview practice for the future.
Feedback from the interviewers
was extremely positive and they said
that our students were ‘lovely’, ‘nice’,
‘pleasant’ and they were very
impressed. They also commented
that they had been made to feel
very welcome and the students gave
great interviews! All of the students
got individual written feedback,
which they could take away and use
in the future. We would like to thank
The Rotary Club!

Macmillan Coffee Morning

We held a Macmillan Coffee
Morning and Cake Sale on Friday
26th September and were delighted
to welcome parents, friends and
neighbours to this annual event.
6

Parents, staff and students had
donated a huge array of delicious
cakes and our prefect team served
coffee, tea and cake to Mr Hedge
and to all our attendees.

www.macclesfieldacademy.org

This really was a well-supported
community event and our students
were delighted to hand over a
cheque for £327.89 to Macmillan
Cancer Support.

info@macclesfieldacademy.org
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Enrichment
This half term has seen the most
diverse enrichment programme on
offer. Students have had the
opportunity to be engaged in a
range of different activities across
all three of the enrichment strands.
Below is a little flavour of what
they have been up to.

Culture and Recreation
• Students have been learning the
art of Mehndi from Mrs Hussain
and have produced a range of
candles and canvasses to be
sold at the Christmas Concert
• For the first time, we have
offered Inline Skating, delivered
by two of our talented Year 11
students
• ‘Parcour’ has also been a popular
option. This sport based activity
involves getting from one place
to another as quickly as you can
without using anything but what
there is around you and your
own body. It involves twisting,
jumping, leaping, tumbling. It is
a demanding sport, focusing on
speed and agility and with a
large element of danger!
• Craft has taken over The
Academy this half term, all
focused on creating Christmas
goodies to sell to raise funds
for East Cheshire Hospice

Community

• Spending the afternoon with
residents of Ryles House, as part
of an inter-generational project
with Peaks and Plains
• Visiting elderly residents in local
care homes to play bingo
• Planning and designing the
new school garden, including
constructing hen coops
• Helping to teach ‘Creative Writing’
to gifted writers from Ash Grove
Academy
• Getting fit with Zumba
• Creating decorations to adorn a
tree as part of the Christmas Tree
Festival at Gawsworth Church.

Curriculum Challenge
The Curriculum Challenge strand
continues to be popular, giving
students the opportunity to engage
in subject specific projects, that they
would not necessarily get the chance
to do in normal lesson time. Options
this half term have included:
• Dance
• Hockey
• Training students to become
Library Leaders to help run the
library on a daily basis
• Business Enterprise Activities
• Drama Workshops which focused
on using the lighting and sound
equipment
• Journalism
• Art History

The
National
Trust
A group of children in Year 7 have
had the privilege again this year of
working with the National Trust in
Alderley Edge. As well as enjoying
the beauty of the place, the children
have been taught land management
skills by the rangers there and have
been responsible for making a path
which will protect against erosion.
The National Trust Archaeologist
has been working with the pupils
explaining the history of the place
and the children have been excited to
learn that they are building a path on
what used to be a copper age burial
site as well as a beacon which was
used when the Spanish Armada
was approaching!
The pupils have also been spending
their time progressing towards the
John Muir certificate, which will
validate their work and which they
can take with them into the outside
world in years to come.
Most of all, they have all had a lot
of fun and engaged with the world
around us!

We are pleased to announce that
we have had more community
options running than ever before.
Across the half term, our students
have been involved in the following:
• Working on the College
Allotment

www.macclesfieldacademy.org
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Theo Lowery
We were delighted when Year 9
student, Theo Lowery, won the
Into Film Review of the Week
competition. Into Film is a film
education charity that puts film
at the heart of the educational and
personal development of children
and young people aged 5-19 across
the UK. We are sure you will agree
that Theo’s final sentence is a really
dramatic ending to his review of the
film “Vertigo”. No doubt it played a
key role in winning him such a welldeserved prize. We hope that you
enjoy reading his review.

THEO. 13
School
Review Date

Macclesfield Academy
25 September, 2014

Vertigo
1958
Alfred Hitchcock
I love this film! It’s very good a classic in my opinion. Alfred
Hitchcock was a motion picture
genius, a master of suspense and
a master of cameos. When I saw
the cover of this film it reminded
me of Marvel’s villain Vertigo; she
has the power to make people sick
on the spot. Kim Novak played her
character very well and James
Stewart played his role amazingly
as John (Scotty) Ferguson. It was
also very suspenseful because we
don’t know if James Stewart is a
good guy or a bad guy. It was a
good insight into what it looked
like in 1950s San Francisco.
Also the Spanish village was
very informative to that era.
The only really worrying part for
children less than eleven watching
the film is Scotty’s dream sequence it may give them nightmares.
But in my own opinion this film
rips out my senses, slaps them
against the table and then shoves
them back.
Sincerely Theo
8
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need for GCSE success. The GCSEPod
website can be viewed on mobiles,
tablets and PCs and the podcasts
can be downloaded for offline viewing.

The Academy has recently launched
a new service called GCSEPod which
is completely free to your son or
daughter and which we believe will
help them to prepare and revise for
GCSE examinations and assessments.
GCSEPod has over 3,500 teacherwritten, audio-visual podcasts
produced specifically for mobile
devices and containing all the right
facts, quotes, keywords, dates and
annotated diagrams that learners

Important
Dates for
Your Diary
Pathways Evening
Tuesday 13th January 2015
Launching in 2015, our new and
exciting Pathways programme will
provide individualised tracking of
subjects and recommend routes for
students to follow during their time
at the Academy. This is a new
event and will be quite different
from the options evenings we
have held in previous years.
Review Day
Tuesday 24th February 2015
As with previous years, the school
day will be collapsed and everyone
will be given a fifteen minute
appointment when you can speak
with Form Tutors about the
progress students have made so
far. The main focus of the meeting
will be a student presentation on
their achievements to date and their
goals for the remainder of the year.

GCSEPod has already been proven
to have a significant impact on
student performance, therefore
we recommend that you discuss
GCSEPod with your son or daughter,
ensure that they have correct login
details to enter the site and
encourage them to make use of
this service throughout the year.
All students have already been
registered with GCSEPod and
so simply need to activate their
account and choose a username

and password. To access GCSEPod
for the first time, students should
follow these three steps:
1) Go to www.gcsepod.com and click
“Login” in the top right hand corner
2) Click “New here? Get started.”
3) Enter their name, date of birth
and choose their school
4) Select a username and password
(to be used when they next login)
and select the subjects they study
Once logged in, students can search
for podcasts by keyword, by a specific
exam or by subject area. Students
can create their own personalised
learning playlists which can be easily
downloaded for offline viewing.

GCSE presentation evening : 4th december
Following another fantastic set of
results this summer, the class of
2014 celebrated their success with
their family and Academy staff at our
GCSE Presentation Evening on
Thursday 4th December. This year
our special guest speaker was Poppy
Wilkinson, who attended what was
then the High School, on this site a
few years ago. Since then she has
gone on to study A Levels, completed
a Law degree at Birmingham
University and is in her second year
as the President of the Guild of
Students. As well as sharing her
experiences of life since leaving
school, Poppy presented the
certificates and awards to the

winners on the night. Our special
award winners included:
Jim Shields Art Award: Jade Brookes
Sportsmen of the Year: Jack Barsted
and Oliver Harris
Sportswomen of the Year: Kaitlin
Wisedale and Jade Howell
Outstanding Academic Achievement:
Rob Davies and Kaitlyn Akinpelumi

Our Allsorts Group meets on Friday
mornings here at The Macclesfield
Academy from 9.00am until 10.30am for:
Friendship | Speakers | Demonstrations | Crafts | Information | Chat
Free tea, coffee and nibbles!
All parents/carers/relatives and friends are most welcome!
Just drop in or come for the whole time!
Contact Pauline Holt for more information Tel 01625 383143 Mobile 07738 755655
Email pauline.holt@macclesfieldacademy.org

www.macclesfieldacademy.org
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Using Technology to Develop
More Interesting Lessons
Since taking part in TEEP (the Teacher Effectiveness Programme) training,
our staff have been looking for ways to make lessons more interesting
and innovative. Many lessons now involve the use of Digital Video Recorders
and Voice Recorders. In a recent Maths lesson, for example, pupils filmed
themselves answering a ‘2-way tables’ problem. They now have a permanent
reminder of the method they used.
Teachers are also able to record and share ideas that have worked well in
their lessons. Each Monday in the staff room, Mrs Hooley runs a ‘show and
tell’ session in which teachers share elements of their best lessons. Schools
are not what they used to be!

DIARY DATES
WEEK A or WEEK B?

EVENTS

5-9 January

Week B

Monday 5th January
School re-opens

12-16 January

Week A

Tuesday 13th January
Pathways Evening

19-23 January

Week B

Tuesday 20th January
Y8 Parents’ Evening

26-30 January

Week A

Thursday 22nd January
Parents’ Forum

2-6 February

Week B

Friday 13th February
School closes for Half-Term

9-13 February

Week A

Monday 23rd February
School re-opens

HALF TERM

Tuesday 24th February
REVIEW DAY

10
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In the Event of Bad Weather...
In the event of deterioration in the weather during the day or overnight,
parents are recommended to check our website –
www.macclesfieldacademy.org - or listen to Silk FM Radio on 106.9 FM to
find out the latest information regarding potential school closure. If there
is no announcement, the school is open. Please do not assume that The
Academy will be closed just because other schools in the area are closed.
Please ensure that students are wearing suitable shoes for icy weather.

School closes for
Christmas at 2.30pm
on Friday 19th
December and
re-opens on Monday
5th January 2015

Parents’ Forum
Thursday 22nd January 2015 at 6.30pm
Our Parents’ Forum next term will be held on Thursday 22nd January. The focus will be on learning for progress
and how we use school systems to improve behaviour. There will be an opportunity to find out about our new
Learning for Progress grading system which we have implemented this year and the impact that this is having
in school. I hope that you will be able to join us at 6.30pm.

SPORT

NETBALL
The PE department would like to thank
Francesca Smith and Kymara Akinpelumi for
coaching the netball teams. They both run
extracurricular coaching for us and it has been
extremely successful with students progressing
and learning from Francesca’s and Kymara’s
experience and talent. They have been always
been excellent coaches and we look forward to
starting the new netball season!

www.macclesfieldacademy.org

YEAR 1 LITTLE CHAMPIONS FESTIVAL
Our Sports Coordinator, Claire Jerome, organised a Little
Champions Sports Festival for Year 1 primary school
pupils recently. Over
200 pupils joined in
and had a great time.
The Academy’s Year 7
students helped Miss
Jerome to run the
event and were a credit
to our school! A big
thank you goes to all
our Year 7 helpers.

YEAR 2 SPORTS FESTIVAL
Over 100 Year 2 pupils joined
us recently for our Year 2
Sports Festival. It was a really
successful event and the Year
9 students who helped Miss
Jerome to run the festival were
a credit to The Academy. Our
thanks go to our Year 9 students
for their help in ensuring the
success of the Sports Festival
and for being such excellent
ambassadors for our school.

info@macclesfieldacademy.org
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