A TIME FOR REFLECTION
student body as a collective, as seen,
for example, in our Remembrance Day
Assembly, that will really stick in my
mind as an abiding memory of the
last year.
Our staff are wonderful. I can safely
say that I have never seen such
high quality teaching across a whole
school. It is a privilege and a challenge
to work with colleagues who, day
in, day out, teach such exciting and
carefully planned lessons and who
care so much about the students
they teach.

As my year as Acting Head of School
draws to an end and we look forward
to Mr Hedge returning full time in
January, this is a good time to reflect
on the last twelve months.
When I joined the Academy staff
in November last year, I knew I was
coming to a good school and was
excited about the opportunities it
would offer. Little did I know just
what lay in store or how much I would
be able to do and to learn over the
next year. Here are some of the things
I have learned.
Our students are fantastic.
They have given me a wonderful
welcome and it has been a real joy
to work with so many of them in
and out of lessons. We have many,
many, brilliant learners and lots of
caring, thoughtful human beings.
The last year has seen some fantastic
individual achievements but it is our

Our school is really special.
Over the last year I have shown
around dozens of families and have
always been really proud of the magic
that is on offer. My own daughter
started in Year 7 this year and has
never been happier in school. It is
looking increasingly likely that we will
be full in September. As one colleague
said, “The secret is out”!
Our Learning Zone is unique.
Every time I come on to the Learning
Zone, I am struck by just how lucky
we are to be at the heart of such
a wonderful facility. Macclesfield
College, Park Lane School and Tiny
Adventures Nursery all add an extra
dimension to the experience of our
students and they are very fortunate
to have so many opportunities on offer.

schools and get to know their
staff and their children. I am sure
it is the quality of the relationships
we have with these great schools
that lies at the heart of much of
The Academy’s success.
All in all it has been a wonderful year.
Although it has been daunting at
times, I have no regrets at all about
my decision to move to the Academy.
I shall, however, be more than happy
to welcome Mr Hedge back to the
“big red chair” and focus back on
my own permanent role as Deputy
Headteacher. In the meantime,
though, I want to thank you all for
your support and wish you a very
Happy Christmas.
Yours sincerely

LAURA HALSALL
Acting Head of School

Our community is a real asset.
I have never known such a strong
community of partner primary schools
and a high school. I have loved having
the chance to visit so many primary
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YEAR 7 TRANSITION ACTIVITIES
This fabulous article has been written by one of our Year 7 students who wishes to remain anonymous.
This student has summarised the first few weeks at The Macclesfield Academy very well indeed.
Students are settled, happy and enthusiastic both about their time at the Academy so far and with
the array of transition activities we organised for them.

A trip to Legoland!
During the first week of our
first year, I and other Y7s had
the school trip of a lifetime to
the Legoland Discovery Centre,
Manchester. There, we had the
delightful and surprising pleasure
of sleeping overnight in the
Legoland Centre.

Before turning in to sleep we also
got to run around and enjoy the
entertaining and enjoyable world of
Lego! That included a Ninjago ‘Dodge
the Laser Challenge’ and, to our
great amusement, even the teachers
took part! There was a play area,
where I personally had a fantastic
time on the swing, jumping off
into the pillars. There was a ‘Lego
Friends Friendship House’ complete
with a singing stage and microphone,
a Duplo slide and farm and, finally,
a forest ranger driving course.
After all our fun, we got to watch
two short 4D Lego movies in the
luxury of the Legoland cinema!
It was great fun and I will never
forget it for sure!

Prizes!
Of course, all good behaviour
must be rewarded. This term,
at Macclesfield Academy, we
have started with our Golden
Tickets. They are designed by
our students and the winning
designer this time was James
Griffiths. Teachers gave out
Golden Tickets to students that
had tried their best in lessons.
Students then placed their Golden
Tickets into a tall box and then
there was a prize draw in
Assembly. For this draw there
was a special twist as teachers
were asked to nominate their
favourite Golden Ticket moment
and these students’ names where
announced and their tickets
were put into a smaller draw.
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The winner of the Kindle Fire
from the main draw was Megan
Bradley and the runner up was
Richard Gorton who won lots
of chocolate. The winner from
the smaller special Golden Ticket
moment was Tom Marlow who
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also won a Kindle Fire.
The runner up for the special
golden ticket draw was Matt
Smith who also enjoyed lots
of chocolate!
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Transition Summer School
eat in the fantastic cafeteria which
served wonderful meals, search
and find adorable frogs, make new
friends with people I had never
met and shoot arrows into targets.

Before we even went to Legoland,
we also had an amazing time at PGL.
We went to an outdoor centre at
Boreatton Park in Shropshire during
the summer holidays.
It was one of the best times of
my life and was a good way to
make friends and meet people
before starting at The Academy
in September. I got to sleep in
the same room as my best friends,

I still go on about how
good and breath-taking
the giant swing was;
we were whooshed
back and forth with
our friends.
We did lots more like
zip wire, canoeing and
sitting round a warm
campfire. We sang songs
and ate marshmallows.
It was really good and
I would recommend it
to all readers!

At Break…
If you believe that we only do
things outside of school, then
don’t worry! In fact we do plenty
of things, including Enrichment
instead of period 3 on Thursdays.
Enrichment is a kind of fun,
educational club. Don’t be worried
about break time either, or before
or after school as we have a
tasty breakfast morning club,
Chillax club and you can even go
to music or the library at break/
lunch. Believe me, it’s all fun.
I know that you’re thinking,
‘Well, that’s all well and good, but
I still missed it all!’ Don’t worry
because there is more to come!

We are busy planning lots of
activities for students who are
joining us in September 2016
which will also involve lots of
the children from the Academy.
Miss Halsall and Miss Jackson from
Ash Grove are planning a trip over

Easter to Oxford and Stratford
which will be subsidised from the
Crime Commissioner’s Fund for
new Year 7s due to a successful
bid. We hope to see you there!

YEAR 6 PUPILS FROM PARTNER PRIMARY SCHOOLS

This year has seen a record number of families coming to look around the Academy, attending open evenings
and taster days. This year we offered an additional taster day which was attended by most partner primary
schools. Students worked with life coach, Keith Wells, who led workshops on boosting memory and selfesteem. Students all worked in Lego Team Building Workshops to develop their communication and team
work skills. Miss Jerome ran sessions on staying healthy and was really impressed with the contributions and
efforts from the Year 6s. Students took away with them a poetry competition. The winner of the competition
was Joe Martin from Parkroyal School. Miss Halsall went along to Parkroyal’s assembly and presented Joe with
a Kindle Fire.
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POKÉMON WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIPS
By Jospeh Richardson (11NPB)

“This summer I visited Boston for the Pokémon World
Championships, having qualified by placing second at
the UK nationals. In Boston, I had a great time, meeting
up with several friends and making new ones. Although
finishing in 28th place (in the world), after being knocked
out, I still had plenty to do as I cheered on my friend who
proceeded to win the whole tournament. Following the
event, I remained in Boston for a few more days,
staying at my Aunt and Uncle’s where I saw the
sights of Boston”.
Joseph has also been busy since his return to the UK.
On 21st November, he won the 2015 London and
South-East England Regional Pokémon video game
championship in London. It was his first tournament
in the adult (masters) division and he was in a field
of 124 fellow competitors, which included one former
and one current world champion. He went through
the tournament without losing a single game (record:
13 wins, 0 losses) and now has 150 points towards
qualification for next year’s World Championships in
San Francisco.

REMEMBRANCE
we wear poppies at this time of
year. We watched a clip of some
veterans delivering the 2015 poppy
to Downing Street and we reflected
on the sacrifice made and the places
in the world in which there is still
conflict today.

On Monday 9th November we
had a whole school assembly,
led by our Prefect Team, on the
theme of Remembrance. After
listening to a rendition of the ‘Last
Post’, we were reminded why
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Callum Bancroft read the famous
World War One poem, ‘In Flanders
Fields’, (John McCrae), and we found
out how the British Legion spend
the money generated by the poppy
appeal. I would particularly like to
thank the Prefect Team for leading
our reflections so well and also all
of the students who showed the
utmost respect as they filed out
in silence at the end of the assembly.
On Wednesday 11th November we
all observed a minute’s silence.

www.macclesfieldacademy.org

Pictured: Ryan Davenport and Toni Clarke
selling poppies in Macclesfield precinct
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Motte And Bayley Castle Building Competition
Year 7 students have been hard at
work this term learning about the
Battle of 1066. They were set the
creative challenge of building their
own Motte and Bayley castle and
there were some fantastic results.
The judges were impressed with
the work and were hard pushed to
decide on a winner. Eventually it
was decided that Emma Cooper was
the winner with Tyler McCamon and
Oliver Martin as two very worthy
runners up.

SCHOOL COUNCIL
Our new School Council for
2015-16 has been meeting
fortnightly this term. We have
already looked at and evaluated
our enrichment provision, had a
visit from PC Jane Commins to
continue our work on e-safety
and had discussions about
what we think is important for
us to study in PHSE across the
different year groups.
Mrs Hughes and Mrs Dooley
are delighted with the valuable
contributions the form
representatives have made
in these meetings and we
are looking forward to more
discussions in the New Year.

Geography Field Trip
The GCSE Geography group suffered on a wet
and windy day but powered through it knowing a
brilliant controlled assessment in GCSE was the
most important outcome. Mr Martyn, Mrs Dooley
and Mrs McDowall were incredibly proud of their
attitudes and perseverance on a demanding day.

www.macclesfieldacademy.org
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DIARY DATES
WEEK A or WEEK B?

EVENTS

Monday 4th January
School re-opens

4-8 January

Week B

11-15 January

Week A

Tuesday 12th January
Pathways Evening

18-22 January

Week B

Tuesday 19th January
Y8 Parents’ Evening

25-29 January

Week A

1-5 February

Week B

HALF TERM

Thursday 21st January
Parents’ Forum
Tuesday 2nd February
REVIEW DAY
Friday 12th February
School closes for
half term

In The
Event
Of Bad
Weather...
In the event of deterioration
in the weather during the
day or overnight, parents
are recommended to check
our website –
www.macclesfieldacademy.org
– or listen to Silk FM Radio
on 106.9 FM to find out the
latest information regarding
potential school closure.
If there is no announcement,
the school is open. Please do
not assume that The Academy
will be closed just because other
schools in the area are closed.
Please ensure that students
are wearing suitable shoes
for icy weather.

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
• Pathways Evening – Tuesday 12th January 2016

We will be launching our 2016 Pathways programme for all students in Years 8, 9 and 10. The Pathways
programme will provide guidance for all students and recommend routes for them to follow during their
time at the Academy.

• Review Day – Tuesday 2nd February 2016

As with previous years, the school day will be collapsed and everyone will be given a fifteen minute
appointment when you can speak with Form Tutors about the progress students have made so far.
The main focus of the meeting will be a student presentation on their achievements to date and their
goals for the remainder of the year.
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10 MPH SPEED LIMIT ON THE MACCLESFIELD LEARNING ZONE
For the safety of all our students and visitors, please adhere
to the 10 mph speed limit throughout the Learning Zone campus.
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High Flying
Maths Students
By Catrina Duffy, Max Ludlaim,
Robert Rowson and Hussam Abduljalil

In early November, four Gifted and Talented Year 9
students attended an event at All Hallows Catholic
College for high flying maths students. This is what
they had to say.
“At All Hallows School we took part in a variety of
maths challenges designed to make us think; for
example – if a tap dripped a million times how many
buckets would this fill? We learned that in order to get
the higher level grades in our exams, we have to be able
to justify and explain our answers systematically and
clearly. Our favourite task was when we were asked
to use train tickets to create different 3D shapes (see
photo). We had a good day and it was useful to see
maths being used in different ways”.

PARENTS’ FORUM

National Cipher
Challenge
A group of 9 Macclesfield
Academy students have
been involved in this
year’s National Cipher
Challenge which is run by
Southampton University.
They have been cracking
some really difficult codes
during Enrichment using a variety of techniques
such as Caesar shifts, substitution and letter
frequency analysis.
This year the story is about helping Harry track down
the ‘Reichsdoktor’ in post-war Berlin. His enemies
are cunning and the story unfolds in a series of short
encrypted messages which we are deciphering in
order to untangle the truth. The team is currently
joint top of the leader board and the school has been
awarded a cash prize for their efforts.

Rollercoaster
Challenge
By Tom Ward (9CR)
During the last few weeks at Macclesfield Academy,
students from Years 7, 8 and 9 have been taking part
in the Siemens Rollercoaster Challenge. This involves
having a K’nex Kit and making a mini rollercoaster
which has working parts. Everyone is working really
hard to build the final track and to start making the
scenery which we do after school every week and
during Enrichment.
We have 5 teams going into the semi-finals, and
2 teams will be chosen to go through to the final in
February. A lot more schools in Cheshire are taking part
this year, so the competition is going to be really high.

Thursday 21 January 2016
6.30pm
Please make a note of the date
Further details of this exciting
evening for parents/carers
will follow in the New Year

www.macclesfieldacademy.org
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INDIA

2017

Fast forward to July 2017 when
a number of students will be
taking part in a trip of a lifetime
to the Southern Ghats of India.
The students will be experiencing a
country of extremes, from rolling hills
and beautiful temples to the bustling
craziness that is Chennai. We will
be hiking into the world’s highest
tea plantation, and cruising the
backwaters of Kerala in a houseboat.
The students will be participating
in two projects; one in an education
centre teaching children and young
women in the slums of Chennai,
the other working in a tribal

community in Kerala, helping to
construct a new house for a family.
We have started fundraising too.
Please watch out for the activities

planned, the first being to use the
website ‘easyfundraising’ (which
gives a percentage of your purchase
to our cause (at no extra cost to you).

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/outlookexpeditionindia2017macclesfieldacademy/

Ofqual Head Meets East
Cheshire Headteachers

Head of Ofqual, Amanda Spielman
(far right sat down), met with
Headteachers from schools in
East Cheshire, including Miss
Halsall, on 9th November after
they raised concerns over the
marking of GCSE papers. Ofqual
is the body that regulates exam
papers in England, and Heads
had written to them on behalf
of 20 high schools in the borough
highlighting the ‘inconsistency
and inaccuracy’ of the marking
of GCSE papers.
Miss Halsall said that she was
pleased that the headteachers’
concerns had been listened to. “It
was a very productive and friendly
meeting”, she said. “We put
forward our views on behalf of the
students, parents and teachers of
Cheshire East and beyond. Ofqual
listened to our concerns and is
now taking active steps to do
something about them”.
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Year 7 Science Trip
Mr Choudhury, Mr Mitchell, Mr
Sutton, Miss Byron, Mrs McLellan,
Mr Dethick and Mrs Ainsworth
took all of Year 7 on a science
trip to Chester Zoo on 20th
July. Students went to look at
adaptations and the importance
of conservation work, and were
also able to see the new born
giraffe and had a ride on the brand
new Indonesian Island boats.
Students had a wonderful and
informative day despite the rain
and were complimented on their
impeccable behaviour. The science
department is now thinking
about this year’s trip and would
welcome ideas on where to go.

Annual Concert

At the time of going to press we
are rehearsing for our Annual
Concert which we are confident
will be as diverse and brilliant as
in previous years! The concert will
be watched by parents, families,
friends and governors, and will
provide an excellent opportunity
to show our talented students at
their very best.

Students from all year groups will
put on a varied programme of solo
and group performances. Staff and
students will, as usual, form a “big
choir” to sing a medley of popular
and Christmas songs. All students
have been given the opportunity
to take part in the concert regardless
of experience. As a result, over 100
students will be involved and are to

www.macclesfieldacademy.org

be congratulated on their enthusiasm
and dedication at rehearsals.
Our thanks, as always, go to Mr
Rodgers and everyone involved –
both staff and students – for all
their hard work in ensuring another
enjoyable evening.
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EMOTIONALLY HEALTHY SCHOOLS

The Leader of Cheshire East Council
recently announced the availability
of £300,000 of Public Health
Transformation Funds to the Local
Authority and partners to deliver
an exciting pilot project designed to
improve young people’s emotional
health for the school year 2015-16.

health and well-being as a priority
and the intention is to make
Cheshire East a good place to be
young. This Pilot is also aligned to
the Health Promotions and Illness
Prevention outcomes for children
and young people in the Public
Health Outcomes Framework.

The emotional well-being of
children and young people has
been identified as a priority by
Cheshire East Council. The Children
and Young People’s Plan also
identifies young people’s emotional

The Pilot will encompass an
increase in partnership working
with the third sector and statutory
sector coming together to tackle
issues around emotional and
mental health, within educational

RE CHURCH VISIT

settings. The Project aims to
acknowledge the vital role played
by schools in promoting the
emotional well-being of their
pupils, and seeks to strengthen
this relationship.
One secondary school has been
selected to launch the pilot
scheme for Macclesfield and Miss
Halsall has been busy working with
health professionals and charity
sponsors to launch the
pilot early next term
here at the Academy.

On 20th November, Miss Halsall’s
RE class visited St George’s Baptist
Church. This is what they had to say
about the visit.
“In our visit to the church, we learned
about the history of the building
just after it was built in 1873.
We also learned how the organ
works and how it is used. We then
learned about what happens in a
church service now compared to the
Victorian times. We then had a tour
round the building looking at what
each room is used for now and what
it was used for in the Victorian times.
After that, we went on to do a quiz
about modern features of the church
and how the recently built extension,
which was added to the church
in 2011, has helped the church to
become more modern”.
By Harry Beswick (8AR)
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THE HOPE CENTRE
Monday - Friday 9:30 - 5:00
Last Orders 4:00
Saturday 9:30 - 4:00
Last Orders 3:00
If any parents are interested
in helping out at the Hope
Centre they would be more
than welcome and they should
call Christine Togneri on 01625
404384 for further details.
On 24th November,
Miss Halsall met
with Tony Togneri and Christine
Togneri at The Hope Centre to discuss
ways in which The Macclesfield
Academy could become part of
the Hope Centre community.
The Hope Centre is based in Park
Green, Macclesfield. It functions

both as a coffee shop and a Christian
bookshop selling books, cards and
gifts. Its primary aim is to provide
a beacon of hope to the people of
Macclesfield. They discussed various
ways in which students could be
become involved in working at
the centre as part of their Duke
of Edinburgh Award or as part of

Enrichment. The centre is staffed
by volunteers and they are always
looking for more people to help
out not just on the front of house
team but also behind the scenes
on things like website production.
The café serves delicious food and
the opening times are shown above.

BREAKFAST CLUB:
A GREAT START TO EVERY DAY!

Each morning students from all
years set themselves up for a
fantastic day of learning by fuelling
their brains with the ‘right stuff’.
Our breakfast club, which started
during the summer term, allows

students to enjoy a variety of cereals,
toast, tea, coffee and hot chocolate
each morning from 8:00-8:30. It is a
welcoming and friendly environment
where staff and volunteers support
students prior to the start of the day.

www.macclesfieldacademy.org
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This club is primarily run
on donations from the Food
Bank in Macclesfield and
we are ever so grateful for
their support in this project.
As they have shown their
support to us, we are asking
the school community to
support the wider local
community by donating
non-perishable food to the
Food Bank in support of their
Christmas project. If you
wish to support us in this
please send in, with your
son/daughter or alternatively
bring in to reception,
your donations.
Miss Hazlewood
(Breakfast Club Coordinator)

01625 383100
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CHEF OF THE YEAR COMPETITION 2015
being demonstrated! Sam Moss
used a potato ricer to perfect his
mash potato and Martha Noakes
made edible bowls to present the
food. Tyler Melville demonstrated
excellent knife skills to create
julienne carrots, then caramelised
with garlic to serve with his
handmade breaded chicken strips.
I was a very proud teacher and
also very full after all the tasting!
Overall winner was Alice Lobley
(7AJB) – Handmade Pizza Pastry
Pinwheels served with a
fruity salad.
It has proved to be another
fantastic year for the ‘Chef of the
Year 2015’ Competition. 14 students
from Years 7 and 8 took part in a
challenge to prepare and make a
savoury dish suitable for teenagers
which would encourage them to
eat more vegetables.
The students were supported by
professional chef, Mark Bentham.

The students were given 1 hour
40 minutes to prepare, make, and
present final dishes to the judges
from the Macclesfield Rotary
Club. These judges were Margaret
Foster and James Anderton, who
is President of the Rotary Club.
I felt like I was in an episode of
Master Chef, and was amazed with
the range of skills and techniques

2nd was Alex Carter (8SLB) –
Colourful Frittata served on a bed
of salad with crushed walnuts.
3rd was Joshua Beard (8LMP) –
A very tasty Spaghetti Bolognaise
with a rich tomato sauce.
A big thank you to all the students
who took part - and to parents and
guardians for their support.
Miss Renn (Technology Teacher)

COMING TOGETHER TO CREATE!
‘Painting pictures with our words,
surprising ourselves with sensational
similes, adding quality with our
amazing adjectives and conjuring
luscious lines of pure poetry from
our wild imaginations’ – just another
afternoon’s work for the select group
of students from a whole range of
year groups from Ash Grove Primary
and their Year 10 student teachers
from The Macclesfield Academy.
Led by our Mr Dethick, weekly booster
classes have been taking place for
the past year – encouraging and
celebrating students’ abilities to be
creative with their language and grow
ever more articulate and confident
in this crucial area. Mr Dethick
commented that, ‘It has been an utter
pleasure to watch the Ash Grove and
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Academy students come together
to create such wonderful work and
have so much fun doing so. Andrea
Ciocoi and Mya Tomlinson deserve

www.macclesfieldacademy.org

especial praise’. It is hoped that this
project will continue into the future
and widen out to embrace even more
of our local primary schools.
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POETRY
COMPETITION
Mrs Skarratt organised a poetry competition in school
to celebrate National Poetry Day. This annual mass
celebration of poetry and all things poetical marked
its 21st birthday on 8th October 2015. We had some
amazing entries from students on this year’s theme
of ‘light’ and it was hard to choose the winner. We
finally chose a poem by Molly Rowbotham (10PM) as
the winning entry, with Jaime Duffy (7HR) in second
place. Our congratulations go to both students for their
creative writing.

The soft light shone through the dark windows
teasing me
Reminding me of the days I was free.
Trapped in my own mind of self-pity
and sorrow
The light refused to look at me.
I wanted it to show me,
I needed it to show me,
how to be happy once again.

ooOOOoo
Dark,

Lonely, intimidating
threatening
Enclosing, morphing,
I am the shadows
gh
I always come throu
ing
Swirling, singing, allow
Sweet, inviting
Light

HR)
By Jaime Duffy (7

www.macclesfieldacademy.org

Why didn’t it see me?
I thought for months on end.
I needed this cycle of hatred to end.
So I searched for the light,
all day and all night
but all I saw was darkness.
Then one day I realised
the light I had been searching for so longingly
was inside me the whole time.
Trapped in surrounded worries
enough to fill a mine.
Now I found this spark, the light
shone once again.
By Molly Rowbotham (10PM)

info@macclesfieldacademy.org
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INTERHOUSE NETBALL & FOOTBALL
The interhouse netball and football
competitions are underway for each year
group. They are taking place at lunchtimes
in the sports hall and on the astro turf.
Year 7 students have completed their
competition and the results are:
Netball		

1st
2nd
3rd

Hovis
Mulberry
Silk

Football

1st
2nd

Hovis
Mulberry /Silk

Congratulations to all the students who
took part in these competitions. The games
were played with excellent sportsmanship
and effort.

SPORTS EVENTS FOR
PRIMARY SCHOOLS
Miss Jerome, our Sports Coordinator, has
organised a number of sports events this
term involving over 150 Year 1 and 2 pupils
from our partner primary schools who all
had a brilliant time taking part. Macclesfield
Academy students helped at these events
and we could not have managed without
them. They did an excellent job, and Miss
Jerome would like to thank them all for
making these sports events possible.

BOCCIA
Students at Macclesfield Academy held a Boccia
tournament recently and all the helpers were a credit to
the school. The Macclesfield Academy team came 2nd in
the event and were amazing! Well done to the helpers
and to the Boccia team!

14
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YEAR 7 2016 STUDENTS
MEET UP FOR A FUN TRIP!
At the Macclesfield Academy we
always listen to feedback from
students, parents and carers.
Last year we ran very successful
summer and Easter schools for
those Year 6s who were joining
the Academy. A suggestion from
them was that we should run

some further events in order for
children who will be joining the
Academy in September 2016
to meet each other. We were
delighted, therefore, to take more
than 60 of our future students
for a get-together at Underwater
Street Children’s Discovery Centre

in Liverpool on 3rd December.
We had exclusive use of the facility
for this evening visit and it was a
popular and enjoyable way for our
future students to meet each other
and make new friends.

THEATRE
VISIT

The GCSE Drama students enjoyed
a fantastic theatre trip recently to
watch The Curious Incident of the
Dog in the Night-Time at The Lowry
in Manchester. It was a captivating
production, making incredible use of
design elements and acting skills.

STAFFING NEWS
It is with a mixture of pride and sorrow that we
say goodbye to Mrs Emma Hooley at the end of
this term. Emma has been appointed Headteacher
designate of The Oaks Academy, which will replace
King’s Grove School in Crewe on 1st January 2016.
This is a fantastic achievement and a richly deserved
promotion. Emma played a leading role in the
establishment of the Academy four years ago and,
in the intervening time, has grown into a school leader
of exceptional vision and energy. I am hugely proud
of what she has achieved both here and in Crewe but
will, of course, be sorry to see her go. Her enthusiasm,
her laughter and her determination that every single
one of our students will be the very best they can be
combine to mean that she will be much missed.
We wish her well.
We are also extremely sorry to be losing two other
members of staff at the end of term. Mr Martyn,

www.macclesfieldacademy.org

Subject Leader for Humanities, is moving to Gibraltar
with his wife and daughter. We wish him all the very
best for the future and thank him for his considerable
contribution to The Macclesfield Academy and its
predecessor schools. I am delighted that Mrs Dooley
has been appointed to replace him following national
competition. I look forward to working with Mrs
Dooley over the coming months and years as we
move nearer to our goal of becoming an outstanding
school. Finally, our thanks go to Mrs Hussain, RE
teacher, who has obtained a new teaching post nearer
to home. Mrs Hussain completed her NQT year at
The Macclesfield Academy and I know that she will
make a valuable contribution at her new school as she
has to ours. Her part-time timetable will be covered
internally by teaching staff including Mr Fitter whose
contract I have been delighted to extend until the end
of the summer term.
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