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WHAT I HAVE LEARNED THIS TERM
of our DfE visit earlier this term should
remind us not only of the self-belief we
have gained but also that we have good
reason to be confident about the future.
We are growing some great leaders.
Every time I come back to the Academy
I am hugely impressed by the work that
our interim team have been doing at every
level. There have been some fantastic
initiatives in literacy, in student rewards,
in breakfast club provision and in many
other areas. The Academy has had a real
buzz about it and I am really proud of my
colleagues and the work they have done.
Spending time in another school has
been a wrench for me in many ways this
term, but it has also been an
opportunity to look at the work we do
from a slightly different perspective.
I thought this term's newsletter was a
good chance to reflect on some of the
things I have been reminded of over the
last couple of months.
We have come a long way in the last
four years. So much about the work we
are doing in Crewe reminds me of the
Academy when we opened in 2011. Just
like the Academy back then, King's Grove
has some fantastic staff and students
and it is a pleasure to work with them.
Just like the Academy back then,
however, the school also needs to gain
a vision for what it means to be the best
it can be and make its best better.
Four years ago, I remember talking a lot
about the importance of collective selfconfidence. I find myself saying the
same things now in Crewe. The findings

60 minute lessons were too short! One of
the real priorities of our work in Crewe has
been to work with students on improving
their attitudes to learning and with staff
on teaching for progress. We have all been
really struck by how much easier it is to
address these issues over lessons of 100
minutes like we have in the Academy than
in the hour long lessons that King's Grove,
like the majority of schools, still operates.
We have so much more time to
consolidate the progress students make
each lesson and, just as importantly, they
spend so much less time rushing from
class to class.
There is so much we can learn from other
schools. Even as we have been here to
help bring about improvement, we have all
been struck by things that we want to
learn from and adapt for the Academy.
We have seen some truly outstanding
teaching ideas; there are some great tools
for measuring student progress;
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the opportunities for students to take
part in leadership and enterprise
activities are fantastic. We will certainly
return to the Academy the richer for
what we have learned from colleagues
at King's Grove and with some valuable
partnerships that I am sure will continue.
It is great to come home! It is a real
privilege to be doing the work we are
doing in Crewe and I am enjoying every
minute of it. However, my heart still lifts
every time I come back onto the
Learning Zone and every time I come
into the Academy. We are so fortunate
in our buildings, in our staff and our
students. The Academy is a very special
place and I have really enjoyed spending
a bit more time here over the last few
weeks.
I am always sorry to lose staff and this
Easter we say goodbye to Joan Sherry,
our Special Educational Needs
Coordinator. Joan has worked for The
Macclesfield Academy and its
predecessor schools for almost nine
years and during that time has provided
invaluable support to our students.
I would like to say a very warm ‘thank
you’ to Joan and wish her all the very
best in her new role with the Cheshire
East Autism Team.

RICHARD HEDGE
Headteacher
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By Mikey Smith and Will Gille
“Since the start of the year,
the Golden Ticket theme has
taken the school by storm and
g
has left every student strivin
s.
to perform their best in lesson
n
Since this structure has bee
,
put in place, we, as a school

e
have noticed a hugely positiv
s
change in attitude in lesson
and around school. The idea
was put in place by Miss
r
Halsall to encourage greate
student involvement in
lessons and has been a

success due to what the
Golden Tickets can win you.
As of now, we have witnessed
s
three draws with the winner
of the coveted Kindle Fire
unveiled in front of the
whole school.

...and the winners are :-

wers
Nicole Bo w 1
ra
D
7
r
a
e
Y

Golden tickets have been
designed by:
1
•Martha Noakes (Y7) – Draw
•James Acton (Y8) and Seb
Freke-Morin (Y11) – Draw 2
3
•Hayley Cleaver (Y11) – Draw

Megan Graves
Year 11 Draw 3

Haydn Jones
Year 11 Draw 2

h
Overall, we are delighted wit
the success of the Golden
Tickets and look forward to
t
further draws as we hope tha
it will increase positivity and
progression in lessons”.

I would like to thank Mikey
and Will for this contribution.
I will be announcing some
exciting new additions to our
rewards scheme in the next
ll
couple of weeks. Miss Halsa

National Guide Dog Association
As you know, at Macclesfield
Academy, we take every opportunity
to compliment, reward and praise
students for their successes, efforts
and achievements and I am delighted
to be writing this article about Year 7
student, Ruby Claydon-Bell.
Ruby has made tremendous efforts
in raising both awareness and funds
for the National Guide Dog Association.
2

Together with Catrina Duffy, she
presented an assembly in front of the
whole of Key Stage 3 and then
organised a cake sale (and baked
cakes herself) which raised £50 for
this charity. This is a fantastic
achievement from someone so
young. Ruby has demonstrated
admirable qualities which will serve
her well in the future.

www.macclesfieldacademy.org
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SCHOOL COUNCIL
By Will Gillet and Mikey Smith

Every Tuesday on Week A, a
representative from all forms
and a number of members from
the student leadership team,
gather together to discuss
school matters.
We have played a major role in
many proceedings at the school
and are already planning for the
future. If you did not know a lot
about the council, this article
will inform you of who we are
and what we do.

The School Council takes pride
in really giving the students a
voice. We have been on the
School Council for two years
now and there have been
countless changes made and
discussions taken place on
what can be done to improve
the school, and make the
students happy. We have
played a major role in the
introduction and advertisement
of new enrichment choices and
are currently developing further
choices that appeal to students’
interests.

We have given feedback on the
new learning for progress
grades and we have helped to
construct a curriculum voice
survey, which will be used to
gain student feedback on
individual subjects.
Recently Mrs Dooley and four
students went on a course
about cyber-bullying and esafety. The information they
received was passed onto the
Council and we are currently
planning assemblies and
workshops to help ensure all our
students stay safe online.

We are collecting Sainsbury’s
Active Kids Vouchers here at The
Macclesfield Academy and
would welcome your donations.
They can be left at the school
office which has a collection box.

www.macclesfieldacademy.org
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MACCLESFIELD

MUSIC FESTIVAL

Audiences of proud parents,
thankful teachers and delighted
dignitaries joined in a memorable
festival of musical talent as The
Macclesfield Academy hosted a
reborn Schools’ Music Festival on
11th and 12th February. The
Academy was pleased to welcome
David Rutley MP and Councillor
Wesley Fitzgerald, Mayor of
Cheshire East along with audiences
of several hundred as children from
sixteen primary schools and four
secondary schools performed an
eclectic mix of musical pieces.
Academy Headteacher, Richard
Hedge said, “When we opened the
Academy back in 2011, one of our
key principles was that we wanted
to work in partnership with other
schools across the town. The music
festival this week has been the
biggest and best example of that
partnership we have yet seen: the
delight on the faces of the

4

performers and the pride on the
faces of their parents will stay with
us all for a long time. I am so
grateful to Liz Wolski, local music
teacher, Victoria Palethorpe,
Conductor, Pam Childs of
Gawsworth Primary School and
Dave Rodgers here at the Academy
who between them have inspired
and masterminded such a fantastic
town-wide event”.
David Rutley, MP said: “It was good
to see such great musical talent

www.macclesfieldacademy.org

and real enthusiasm for music at
the Macclesfield Music Festival.
I would like to add my thanks to all
those people who have made this
tremendous event possible.
I very much hope that there will be
similar events in the future”.
Valerie Herbert, Academy Governor,
summed up the event by saying,
simply: “This event was marvellous!
The youngsters were amazing!
Well done!”

info@macclesfieldacademy.org
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Bridging The Generation Gap
Kind-hearted students have been
bridging the generation gap with visits to
a residential home. Since November last
year, Year 7 students have spent time
with residents of Lyme Green Hall. The
visits were set up by English teacher,
Autumn Rigby, as part of the Academy’s
enrichment programme.
Donna Booth, the home’s manager, said:
“Residents look forward to the students
coming. It brightens up their day to see
the children’s smiling faces”.

Residential Art Course
The following students from Years 10 and 11 took part in a
residential Art course at the Conway Centre.
• Emily Marlow
• Zofia Roginska
• Sammi Vernon
• Alice Beech
• Sabine Hussain
They participated in exciting workshops which were designed
to build skills and stretch understanding in a variety of
media. The work they returned with included wax casts,
paper vessels and mixed media landscapes. All five students
were a credit to the school and produced work of a very
high standard.

TERM DATES 2015/16
CLOSE AFTER SCHOOL ON

RE-OPEN ON
Wednesday 2nd September 2015

Autumn Term
Mid-Term

Thursday 22nd October 2015

Monday 2nd November 2015

Christmas

Friday 18th December 2015

Monday 4th January 2016

Mid-Term

Friday 12th February 2016

Monday 22nd February 2016

Easter

Thursday 24th March 2016

Monday 11th April 2016

May Day

Friday 29th April 2016

Tuesday 3rd May 2016

Mid-Term

Friday 27th May 2016

Monday 6th June 2016

Summer

Thursday 21st July 2016

Monday 5th September 2016

Staff Training Days : Tuesday 1st September 2015 and Friday 23rd October 2015. NOTE: 3 INSET days are still to be determined.

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL FAMILY HOLIDAYS ARE BOOKED OUTSIDE OF THESE TERM DATES
www.macclesfieldacademy.org
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WORLD BOOK DAY

Here at The Academy we cel
ebrated World Book
Day early on Thursday 26t
h February. It was a
great success with all of the
children taking part
in a range of activities held
throughout the day.
The day started with an ass
embly led by the
pupils which celebrated the
joy of reading.
This was followed up later
in the day by a whole
school drop everything and
read, where
everyone stopped what the
y were doing and
read a book. Many of the pup
ils came in fancy
dress based on their favour
ite fairy tale
character. Martha Noakes’
outfit was fantastic
and Martha has won the pri
ze for the best fancy
dress outfit. At lunchtime
pupils were invited to
the library to take a look at
our new stock and to
pick up a good read. Mrs Ma
thers provided
nibbles and drinks and it wa
s wonderful to see
the pupils chatting about the
ir favourite and
least favourite books!

UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge 2015
Five students from The Macclesfield
Academy achieved 3 awards in this
year’s UKMT Intermediate Maths
Challenge which is attempted by
over 240,000 of the UK’s best
Mathematics students from
Years 9 to 11. Joseph Richardson,
Year 10, has earned himself a Gold
Certificate and has qualified for the
International extension round to
which only the top 3% are invited.
Good luck, Joseph!

Rosie Gunter, Year 10, earned a
Bronze award and Curtis Rae, the
only Year 9 student brave enough
to take this Challenge, pitting
himself against students up to two
years older, rightly earned himself
the Best in Year 9 Certificate.
Well done also to Tristan Staszko
and Simon Warburton for taking
this tough challenge.

RE
EASTER 4.1C0pLmOonSThU
ursday 2nd April

School closes for Easter at
ril
and re-opens on Monday 20th Ap
6
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Our Allsorts Group meets on Friday mornings here at
The Macclesfield Academy from 8.45am until 10.30am

Just drop in or join us for our advertised programme
(details below) from 9.15-10.15
Topics to be covered next half term include:
• Being safe with technology
• Positive language for positive learning
• Anti-bullying - a parent’s story
• Enrichment at The Academy • Coping strategies
The full programme will be available on our website

Free tea, coffee and nibbles!
All parents/carers/relatives and friends are most welcome! Just drop in or come for the whole time!

Contact Pauline Holt for more information Tel 01625 383143 Mobile 07738 755655
Email pauline.holt@macclesfieldacademy.org

IS YOUR CHILD SAFE ONLINE?
A Parent’s guide to the internet
Facebook, Mobile phones
and other new media

MEETING FOR PARENTS
Thursday 30th April 2015
6.30pm-8.30pm in the Main Hall
Come and join members of the School Leadership Team at this
interactive discussion session.
We will be discussing:
• the impact of social media on your children • staying safe online
and lots more!
There will also be a presentation from students
Make a note of the date. Further details to follow.
www.macclesfieldacademy.org
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DIARY DATES
WEEK A or WEEK B?

EVENTS

20-24 April

Monday 20th April
School re-opens

Week B

27 April-1 May Week A
4-8 May

Week B

11-15 May

Week A

18-22 May

Week B

HALF
TERM

Thursday 30th April
Parents’ Forum
Monday 4th May
May Day : School Closed
Monday & Tuesday
18th & 19th May
Year 5 Taster Days
Friday 22nd May
School closes for Half-Term
Monday 1st June
School re-opens

SUMMER
SCHOOLS
We are excited to be able to offer
our annual programme of
Summer Schools during
August 2015.
The programme includes our
Year 6 into Year 7 Transition
Summer School from Monday
3rd August to Friday 7th August
2015. This is for students who
are joining us in Year 7 in
September and is an ideal
opportunity for them to meet
new friends and take on new
challenges before they join
The Macclesfield Academy
community. We are also planning
to run The Macclesfield Academy
Learning Community Summer
School for students in Years 4
and 5 from our partner primary
schools from Monday 17th
August to Friday 21st August
2015. This year we plan to have
a sports theme for the week and
if you would like to register an
interest and get more details,
please e-mail,
heather.turner@
macclesfieldacademy.org.

Siemens Rollercoaster Challenge
The 2015 Rollercoaster Challenge
was organised by Siemens and ran
alongside our Enrichment programme.
This year, our teams worked extra
hard to produce exciting and
innovative rollercoasters. Students in
each team were assigned roles and
worked to a theme. We had two
teams go through to the final in
Congleton which was attended by
more schools this year, and the
competition was fierce. The winning
team, ‘Blast From The Past‘, spent
extra time during their lunch breaks
and after school to fine tune the
workings of their rollercoaster and
perfect the scenery. They received
the most artistic team award. It was
a fantastic evening and the judges
were very impressed with the
standard of design portfolios and
models.
8
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Marvellous Day in the Food Room
Students have produced some
amazing final ideas for their GCSE
Food Technology Coursework.
The brief was either ‘to design a
layered traybake suitable for a
cream tea’ or ‘a batch of savoury
buffet style food suitable for a
wedding’. Students have worked
very hard, designing, testing and
modelling their ideas to produce a
high standard and quality
outcome. Miss Renn, Food
Technology teacher, is very proud
of their achievements.

Techno Toys Student Performs with
Year 7 student, Ruby Claydon-Bell,
is to be congratulated for her
Design and Technology work.
She made a Techno Toy in class,
basing her design on a toucan.
She put an electronic circuit inside
so that when she pressed its body,
the lights came on. Ruby enjoyed
learning new skills so much that
she made another felt toy at home
with added features. Her sewing
skills and attention to detail are
fantastic and she worked incredibly
hard to produce work of such a high
standard.

Swansea City Opera

Year 11 student, Lilian Gilbert, performed as part of the choir in
Swansea City Opera’s production of ‘Faust’ at Buxton Opera House on
18th March.
She said that “working with a professional company was an amazing
experience and I’m glad I had that opportunity”.

www.macclesfieldacademy.org
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ENRICHMENT
Academy Students are pictured with their newly built Chicken
Coop, made as part of the Enrichment project running to
introduce chickens to the Macclesfield Academy family.
The students have built the coop themselves and are now
designing and planning to build a large chicken run to keep the
birds fit and healthy. Everyone agrees that it has been truly
egg-cellent fun!

Chillax Club
Following the success of our Breakfast Club, we have
started a Friday lunch time “Chillax” club; a place
for chatting, relaxing and playing some games (with
no computers!)
As with the Breakfast Club, Tony Togneri, the pastor from
St. George’s Street Baptist Church, attends. We welcome
Tony’s involvement in the life of our school which is valued
by our students and provides important links with our
local community.

Cheshire East Council’s
Celebration of School Achievements
Cheshire East Council (CEC) is
promoting the month of March as a
celebration of school achievements in
recognition of the collective work
across Cheshire East schools to
promote the best outcomes for
students. CEC is having key events
filmed as part of this initiative in order
to capture the excellent work of
schools across the Borough and the
diversity of events on offer.
We are delighted that they have
chosen to film here at The Macclesfield
Academy on 23rd March when Year 4
pupils from Ivy Bank Primary School
will be joining us for a guitar and drum
workshop. This is part of a popular
initiative we have been running with
Ivy Bank over a number of years where
a different Year 4 class comes to The
Academy every week for half-a-term
to learn new musical skills.
10
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SPORT

PRIMARY SCHOOL SPORTS EVENT
Miss Jerome and the PE Staff would like to thank all
students who helped run the recent Primary School
sports event. They were outstanding and, as always,
a credit to The Academy. A big thank you also goes
to our Year 11 netball team who umpired at the
primary school event. They too were brilliant and
will be missed when they leave as they have provided
so much support over the years at a number of
different events.

TRAMPOLINING
At the time of writing, our
trampoline teams
are training hard
for their next competition
on 25th March. We wish
them lots of luck and
hope that they perform
as well as they did in
last year’s competition.
They certainly deserve
to do well.

INTER-HOUSE COMPETITIONS 2014/2015
Inter-House competitions have been taking place
since the start of the year over lunch times and some
PE lessons in the sports hall and on the astro turf.
• The Year 7s have competed in netball, hockey,
football, bench ball, trampolining and gymnastics.
• Year 8 and 9 students have taken part in netball
and football with Year 10 competing in netball.
These matches have been officiated by the Sports
Prefects of the three houses who have refereed and
umpired to an excellent standard.
INDOOR ATHLETICS
Well done to our Year 7 and 8 Indoor Athletics Team
who competed well at the recent event and showed
great spirit.

March 17th, 18th and 19th saw the start of the interhouse badminton competition for the Year 7, 8 and 9
teams. These matches were refereed by the KS4
GCSE PE group as part of their badminton officiating
course. With all the results collated so far,
1st place – Silk
2nd place – Mulberry
3rd place – Hovis

www.macclesfieldacademy.org
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