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EXAM RESULTS BOOST

When a
team of
OFSTED
inspectors
visited The
Academy last year they
hailed us as one of England’s
fastest improving schools. This year
we are celebrating another boost
in exam results. 56% of our Year 11
students achieved the national
benchmark of 5 A*-C passes
including maths and English while
the proportion of more able
students achieving Grade As in
English and maths more than
doubled. Across all subjects, more
students are achieving A* and

A grades than ever before and we
would particularly like to congratulate
Kaitlyn Akinpelumi, James Bex, Ryan
Booth, Rory Burton, Abbi Clarke,
Shaun Culkin, Rob Davies, James
Fawkner-Corbett, Matthew Jackson,
Molly Lebeter, Luke Robertson and
Kate Turnock on their outstanding
performances.
Last year The Academy exceeded the
national average for the progress
made by all of its students. Although
it will be some months before the
government analysis of this year’s
results is complete, we are confident
that this feat will be repeated. So
many of our students, whatever their
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starting points and whatever their
difficulties, have worked so hard to
make their best better that we have
no doubt that, once again, the
progress made by them all will
stand comparison with the best
across Cheshire and beyond. When
we were inspected earlier this year,
OFSTED found that a good
proportion of our teaching was
outstanding. It is this teaching that
has enabled our students to excel
once again.

RICHARD HEDGE
Headteacher
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Top of the Shop!

From the day we opened, three
years ago, we have aimed to
challenge all our Academy
students to be the very best they
can be and to keep making that
best better. Almost without
exception they have risen to this
challenge in many different ways.

From our SEN students achieving
Grade C and better at maths and
English to our super-talented artists,
musicians, actors and sportspeople,
we are very proud of them all. Pride
of place, however, goes to two
students whose all-round excellence
really does put them at the “top of

the shop”. Kaitlyn Akinpelumi (6A*s
and 4As) and Rob Davies (5A*s and
5As) achieved outstanding results
which will stand comparison with
those of the very best students
anywhere in the country. We wish
them every success as they progress
to A level studies and beyond.

Well Done, Bradley!
The Academy has always been
proud of our special relationship
with Park Lane School. Key Stage 4
students from Park Lane are based
in The Academy and join in with
social times and some lessons.
This year Bradley Davies has gone
one step further and achieved a
Grade D in GCSE Art. We believe
this is the first ever GCSE Grade
achieved by a Park Lane student.
This is a fantastic achievement.
Well done, Bradley.
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Rising to the Challenge
One of the features of our
innovative curriculum is the
opportunity it provides students
to complete one year exam courses
at the end of Year 9 and Year 10.
Once again, our Year 9 and Year 10
students have risen magnificently
to the challenge of high
expectations. 10 of our most able
Year 9 scientists have achieved As
and A*s in their core science exam
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and will progress to triple science
with confidence that they will
continue to excel. No fewer than 38
Year 10 students have achieved the
highest grades (A* and A) across a
wider range of subjects than ever
before. These subjects include Art,
Business, French, Geography, History,
Media Studies, Music and Spanish
and demonstrate the fantastic range
of talent across The Academy.
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In January, the OFSTED inspectors
said that our “innovative curriculum
underpins the good progress
students make”. Our personalised
approach based on our policy of
entering the right student for the
right exam at the right time is
bearing rich fruit and we look
forward to seeing our new Year
10 and 11 students go on to even
greater success this year.
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SUMMER SCHO
We were really excited to be able
to run, for the third year, our week
long summer school for students
starting with us in September.
We are committed to doing
everything we can to aid transition
from primary to secondary and
feel it is an integral part of our
‘Something Kind of Different’
approach.

real sense of enthusiasm and
excitement for the new start ahead,
when all of the students start
in Year 7. We look forward to
embarking on that journey
with them.

This year we had our highest ever
cohort, with 36 students taking part
for the week. We began by spending
two days in The Academy, with
students getting an opportunity
to familiarise themselves with the
school and staff, whilst engaging
in a variety of fun and different
activities. These included,
•
•
•
•

making rockets,
baking cookies,
undertaking GCSE maths
print making

The aim of the week is also for
students to make new friends
and build confidences. With this
in mind, we spent two days out
of school engaged in a number
of outdoor activities such as:
bushcraft, den building, foraging,
canoeing, kayaking and raft
building. The last day was spent
film making, the results of which
will be shown in upcoming
assemblies. The theme of the
two films created was change
and transition.
The week was a great success,
with new friendships having been
formed, new skills learnt and a
4
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OOLS 2014

We were also able to deliver our
annual Macclesfield Academy
Learning Community week long
summer school for students in
Years 4 and 5 from our partner
primary schools. The theme this
year was sport. This allowed us
to incorporate the values
underpinning the recent
Commonwealth Games and
to also build on the excellent
partnerships already built in
terms of the delivery of physical
education within each of our six
feeder schools.
60 students of varying ages
joined us for a week of
competition and fun, with
different sporting challenges
faced each day.
The week started with Athletics,
where coveted first prize trophies
were up for grabs. Students were
coached in 5 different athletic
events including: shot put, discus,
100m sprint, high jump and long
jump. Prizes were awarded
during the final presentation
on the Friday.
We then took students off site
to Chill Factore and Astbury Mere
Water Park. Here students were
able to: ski, rock climb, sledge,
canoe, ‘stand up paddle board’
and raft build. In all the activities
students were separated into
different groups and throughout
the course of the week, they had
worked with a variety of different
people, most of whom they had
never met before.
On the Thursday activities
included trampolining, circus
skills, gymnastics and street
dance – all of which parents were
given an opportunity to watch
when they attended the
presentation on the Friday.
As I am sure you can imagine,
there were a lot of exhausted, but
happy, students at the end of the
week and we hope to see them all
next year and at future events!
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COSTA RICA
From 14th July to 3rd August, I had
the pleasure of taking a group of
13 current and recent Academy
students on a trip to Costa Rica.
The start of the expedition was a
3 day trek into what is known as
the “Children’s Eternal Rainforest”.
The weather conditions were not
favourable and we encountered a
large amount of mud! The terrain
was extremely challenging and we
arrived at our first hut after 9½
hours. We had only walked 10
miles! The hut belonged to Eladio
and he prepared some outstanding
meals in very basic conditions.
The plan was to walk to Pocosol
on the third day, but as the rivers
were rising, it was decided to go
back the way we had come. We set
off very early after the longest
thunderstorm I have ever
experienced. Five miles in we were
rescued by the Monteverde guards
and horses! The students and staff
did encounter some adverse
situations but were incredibly

proud of themselves to have
completed the trek – covered in
mud, but happy!
The project phase of the trip took
place at the Asis Animal Centre. The
students stayed with local families
which provided them with a fabulous
opportunity to sample local cuisine
and practice their Spanish. During
our time at Asis, the students made
a large expanse of path and built a
large enclosure for monkeys or
parakeets. The students fed the
animals, cleaned out bird cages and
befriended two very funny spider
monkeys!

witnessed the biggest turtle we
had ever seen (5 ft x 3 ft) laying
her eggs.
I have never had the company
of such hardworking, kind and
cheerful young people. It was a
truly memorable trip.
Rebecca Lucas,
Subject Leader for Technology

Our last three days in Costa Rica
were spent in a tiny remote village
called Tortuguero. This village was
only accessible by boat and we
saw monkeys, lizards and toucans.
The students had researched
accommodation and found a brilliant
backpackers’ hostel next to the
beach. On the second night we
went on a turtle watching tour and

Y7 FIELD TRIP
On the last Monday of the
summer term the Science
Department (ably assisted by
Mrs Hooley and Mrs Underhill)
led a nature trip to Tittesworth
reservoir. All of Year 7 were
involved in a nature day where
they wrote poems, drew pictures,

caught butterflies and other
insects, measured the speed of
the river and went on a nature
walk. It was a fabulous day in
glorious weather and all students
participated fully. The best poem
was won by Rebecca Lynas and
Millie Carter.

Rippling waves glistening in the burning sun
Invisible life force, oxygen, blows above emerald fields freely
The flaming orb grabs the waves, pulling them to the aqua skies above
Mid-air, it slowly turns, forming a wispy cloud
Rays of golden sun beam down on to emerald leaves
Like a sponge, those leaves absorb the sunbeams, craving for their food
Rebecca Lynas and Millie Carter
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WATERSPORTS
On 13th July, 29 students and
4 teachers embarked on a
watersports tour to L’Escala in
Spain. Each day our students learnt
two new sports from a fantastic
team of instructors including wind
surfing, kayaking, snorkelling and
sailing. We enjoyed watching the
students learning new skills and
taking part in team building
activities whilst having so
much fun.
The students stayed in log cabins
and all worked well as a group.
Their behaviour was outstanding
at all times and the trip ran very
smoothly as a result. We are
already looking forward to the
next one!
Miss Jerome,
School Sports Coordinator

CAMBRIDGE SCHOLARS’ PROGRAMME
It was only two days before the
Cambridge Scholars’ Programme
started that I was asked to go.
Originally, I was worried about
travelling to Cambridge and
spending three weeks with people
I’d never met before. Soon all these
worries were gone as I was met
with welcoming people from all
over the world. Evening activities
like ice breaking games, speed
meetings etc made sure everyone
was familiar with everyone. It was
an intense three weeks, choosing
three lessons: Criminal and
Forensic Psychology, Essay Writing
and Law, practising a Shakespeare
play and doing evening activities.
I was far from bored! Staying at
Cambridge University itself was a
privilege. Although all of us worked
hard during the 2 weeks that the
classes ran, we had plenty of time
to visit amazing places, ranging
from the Roman Baths,
Stonehenge, Ely Cathedral

and Windsor Castle. It was an
unforgettable experience; meeting
so many different people, being
taught by professors at Cambridge
University, sightseeing, and most of
all, having an amazing time.
I definitely advise anyone
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to go. It is great preparation for
college/university and building
confidence.
by
Cerys Naden-Moore
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The Macclesfield
Academy Open Events

Open Evening:
6.30pm – Headteacher’s Welcome
7.00pm – Tours Begin

10th September 2014
Open Mornings:
9.00am – 12.00 noon

16th September 2014
30th September 2014

Being the best we can be.

The Macclesfield Academy

Making our best better.

Park Lane, Macclesfield Tel: 01625 383100 www.macclesfieldacademy.org
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