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A TIME FOR REFLECTION
The end of another school year is a
good opportunity to reflect on the
things that make the Academy such
a special place.
As a small, innovative school we have
the opportunity to do things a little
differently and our school day (with its
three long lessons) or school week
(with its exciting Thursday afternoon
enrichment programme) and our school
year (beginning with its timetable
rollover at the end of June) are three
excellent examples of ways in which
we have used our Academy freedoms
to design a school experience to meet
the needs of our students.
Our one year GCSE courses, our unique
pathways programme and our mixed
age teaching all contribute to making
the “Academy experience” one which is
personalised for each individual so that
each one truly can be the very best
they can be.
I am very proud of the experience we
can offer. Most of all I am proud of the
fact that our students, almost without
exception, understand and articulate
the value of the Academy experience.
Earlier this week at our Open Evening,
I had the chance to listen to seven of
them talking to prospective parents
about their own experience as

Academy students. I was struck not
just by how positive they were, but
also by the depth of their
understanding of the way the
Academy works. Taken together,
their contributions added up to a
ringing endorsement of the three key
messages of our prospectus: a
welcoming community, a
personalised curriculum and an
enriched experience. It made it very
easy for me to follow on by showing
how these messages are a reflection
of the eight core values that were at
the heart of all we did when we
opened the Academy four years ago.
Next week we will be welcoming
most of next year’s Year 7 children
for their transition week. By the time
they have finished that week and
taken part in the summer school in
August, I have no doubt that they,
too, will have the same sense of
excitement and pride in the things
that make the Academy such a very
special learning community.
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STAFF CHANGES
This year we say goodbye to five members of staff.
They are:
• Mrs Milton • Mrs Kirk • Miss Byron • Mrs Tapp
• Mrs Jones
Mrs Milton, our Modern Foreign Languages Subject
Leader, joined Henbury High School (one of our
predecessor schools), in 1987 and has been with us
ever since. Mrs Kirk (Creative Arts teacher), who also
started at Henbury, joined us in 2003. Miss Byron
(Science Teacher) and Mrs Tapp (Cover Supervisor) have

each joined The Academy this academic year. We also
say ‘goodbye’ to Mrs Jones, our Science Technician, who
retires after many years’ service. In their different roles,
each member of staff has made a valuable contribution
to the education and welfare of our students and I
would like to say a very warm “thank you” to each of
them and wish them all the very best for the future.
We are pleased to welcome Miss Dupont who will teach
French and Spanish part-time from September. We
look forward to working with her next year.

HIGH FLYERS STUDENT CONFERENCE
Ten of our Year 10 students represented the Academy
at a High Flyers student conference at Manchester
Airport on 2nd July. The students completed activities to
enhance their employability skills. In this picture they are
working as a team to design a car which is capable of
being speed tested. Supervising them are the
'Bloodhound SSC' group who are developing a car to travel
at 1,000 mph.
Students attending the event were Natasha Boden,
Lewis Forshaw, Charlotte Morgan, Tristan Staszko, Zofia
Roginska, Dylan Smith, Lily Moores, Theo Pemberton,
Joseph Richardson and Adam Mitchell. Well done to
these students!

Unparalleled ‘quality’ at the Macclesfield
Academy year five public speaking competition
Winston Churchill once said,
“Courage is what it takes to stand
up and speak; courage is also what
it takes to sit and listen”. So, with
the first part of the great man’s
words in our ears it was ‘hats off’ to
all of the terrific teams from
Macclesfield’s primary schools who
stood up and gave their fabulous all
at this year’s competition. However,
the second part of Mr Churchill’s
observation was never truer than
for 2015. The quality was so
outstanding - across the board that the judges, led by Acting Head
Miss Halsall, who had the pleasure
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of the sitting and listening, also
faced the pain and the challenge of
deciding who should carry off the
coveted cup…
After much deliberation a break
with precedent was required as
TWO teams came out on top – the
magnificent Hollinhey and equally
impressive Parkroyal! “It has been
a year of unparalleled quality” said
The Academy’s Mr Dethick. As ever,
every team in the Finals should be
proud of themselves. Each year the
standard goes up – so watch out
for 2016!

www.macclesfieldacademy.org

Acting Head, Miss Halsall and Mr Dethick
congratulate the two winning teams
from Hollinhey and Park Royal
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STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAM
The development of the Student
Leadership Team has been a
really important part of the
growth of the Academy over the
last few years.
Our current Year 10 students
were invited to apply for a
variety of positions including
Prefect, Head Boy/Girl and
Sports Captain. They discussed
their applications at interviews
with KS4 leader, Mrs Hughes
and Acting Head of School, Miss
Halsall, who were exceptionally
impressed with all our students
and the qualities they felt they
could bring to these important
roles. We are really excited at
the fantastic team we have put
together for next year.
We wish each of them every
success in their leadership roles.

Head Boy
Head Girl
Deputy Head Boy
Deputy Head Girl
Sport Prefect
Sport Prefect
Sport Prefect
Sport Prefect and Performing Arts
Community Prefect
Community Prefect (Literacy and Publicity)
Community Prefect
Mentor and Transition Prefect
Mentor and Transition Prefect
Mentor and Transition Prefect
Mentor and Transition Prefect
Performing Arts Prefect
Performing Arts Prefect
School Council Lead Prefect
Library Lead Prefect

Lewis Forshaw
Emily Lyons
Joseph Richardson
Ellie Hall
Simon Warburton
Liam Davenport
Harry Orson
Emily Marlow
Natasha Boden
Shoni Rae
Evie Balme
Tobias Bennett
Ryan Davenport
Andrew Gray
Lily Moores
Rosie Gunter
Callum Bancroft
Kyle Whiston
Tristan Staszko

REWARDS
Here at the Academy we have always
made a point of liking to reward students
for their effort, for the skills they show as
independent learners and for the
contribution they make to the life of the
community both within the Academy and
beyond.

to the hire of the conference room for a
birthday party to a trip out to the ice
cream parlour.To spice things up, we have
had bonus weeks where interest has been
added to the rewards students have in the
bank and sale weeks where the cost of
rewards has been reduced.

This term has seen a brand new initiative
with the advent of reward coins. Students
who gain these specially made coins,
resplendent with the Academy logo, can
deposit them in our student-run bank and
then cash them in for a range of rewards
as diverse as the loan of sports equipment

This has been a massive enterprise which
has added a real “buzz” to the life of the
Academy and motivated some of our
students to achieve fresh heights. We are
especially grateful to all those students
who have helped to plan and administer
this exciting scheme.
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ANOTHER BUSY YEAR FOR
THE SCHOOL COUNCIL!

It has been another busy year for
the School Council! E-safety,
enrichment, the Academy curriculum,
Learning for Progress grades and
lunchtime provision are just a
sample of the areas we have
discussed and reviewed. As a result
of these, a number of changes have
been implemented within our school.
All forms have been represented and
all voices have been heard, even if

not directly at the Council, then
through form discussions and
surveys that all students have taken
part in.
We would like to take this
opportunity to thank all students
for their ideas and opinions and all
form representatives for bringing
these to our regular fortnightly
meetings. The Council’s success
has been down to you.

In September we will again begin
the recruitment process for the
School Council members through
assemblies and form activities.
So, if you think you are organised,
responsible, have a ‘can do’ attitude
and are motivated to help make
Student Voice even bigger at the
Academy, listen and look out for
information on how to apply.
Mrs Dooley and Mrs Hughes

Our Allsorts Group meets on Friday mornings here at
The Macclesfield Academy from 9.00am until 10.30am for:
• Information • Speakers
• Friendship • Chat

Free tea, coffee and nibbles!
All parents/carers/relatives and friends are most welcome! Just drop in or come for the whole time!

Contact Pauline Holt for more information Tel 01625 383143 Mobile 07738 755655
Email pauline.holt@macclesfieldacademy.org
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Silk Academy dance
competition
On 4th June, Macclesfield Academy was delighted to host the
Silk Academy Dance Competition. Eight of our students –
Lucie-Ann Lawton, Jo Leigh, Toni Clarke, Georgia Brunt, Amy
Reed, Kacie Lawton, Ellen Moss and Daisy Coppack represented The Macclesfield Academy and came third.
Miss Jerome, PE Teacher, who watched the event, said: “I am
very proud of all our girls. They all worked extremely hard
and deserved to do so well”.

UK NATIONAL
POKÉMON
CHAMPIONSHIPS
I was delighted to learn that Joseph
Richardson was runner up in the Senior
Division of the UK National Pokémon
Championships held at Event City in
Manchester on 31st May. He narrowly
lost 2:1 in the final which was shown on
Newsround on CBBC. Joseph has now
qualified for the World Championships
in Boston, USA in August. We wish him
all the very best and look forward to
hearing all about the championships on
his return.

Work experience
It has been another successful year for work experience.
Year 10 Students enjoyed the world of work for a week,
and employers were suitably impressed with how well

Alton Street Garage

Clarion Security Systems

described Tobias Bennett

Ltd described Callum
Bancroft as “an absolute
pleasure to work with,
eager and positive”.

our students conducted themselves and represented
the Academy. Here are a few of the comments local
employers made about our students.

Barnardos said that Emily

as an “extremely

Bennett Brooks were

Marlow was “very helpful

enthusiastic student,

“very happy with Lewis

and willing. She enjoyed

one of the best I’ve had

Forshaw’s performance.

helping the customers and

and would employ in

He was conscientious and

a heartbeat”.

hard-working with an

was a lovely girl”.

excellent attitude”.
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ENRICHMENT
Students at The Macclesfield Academy participate in a wide range of enrichment
activities on Thursday afternoons. Here are some examples of this term’s activities.

Design and
technology
6

LEGO challenge
The boys really enjoyed completing their Lego challenge during
enrichment. Not only did they find it a fun activity, they also said that
it helped them to build and make positive friendships. The purpose
of the Lego challenge is to develop independence, as well as team
building, problem solving, leadership, listening, communication and
social skills.

The Academy works in partnership with Gawsworth wood on a range
of activities from landscape design to environmental arts projects.
These two picnic tables were made by the students in the enrichment
programme as part of this partnership and are now in situ in the wood.
The planter bench was made to enhance one of the courtyard areas at
the school.
7
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Park Lane
sports day
Thank you and well done to our
students for helping out at Park
Lane Sports Day. The staff at Park
Lane said “your students did a
fantastic job and you should be
proud of them” – which we
certainly are! Well done to all
students involved!

Cricket
competition

Academy sports day

Our cricket team entered a day long
cricket competition with other local
schools. Our team played really well
but were narrowly beaten in their
matches. PE department staff were
very proud of our students’
achievements on the day.

Parkroyal
sports day
The Academy was delighted to host
Parkroyal Community School’s Sports
Day on 3rd July. Our student helpers
provided excellent support which
ensured the huge success of the
event. Our thanks go to them all for
their individual contributions.
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Macclesfield Academy Sports Day was an
extremely successful event with lots of
students taking part. There were students
who performed at an exceptionally high level
throughout the day which was really pleasing
to see. This year’s winners were Hovis but there
were some excellent performances from
different forms especially 9PM who had
participants in nearly every event. Well done
everyone for a fun day!
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District Quad kids
competition
Well done to Elise Barjat, Imogen Newsome, Megan
Bradley, Martha Noakes, Oli Williams, Tom Egerton, Chris
Wilson and James Fowles who all competed in the district
quad kids competition at Wilmslow High School recently.
Our students competed against other local schools in an
event consisting of long jump, 800m, 100m sprint and
Nerf Throw (javelin/shot put). Our students did extremely
well and were awarded certificates for their
achievements. They thoroughly enjoyed the competition
and were excellent ambassadors for our school.

Hollinhey sports day
Thirteen of our Year 7 students went to help at Hollinhey Primary
School’s Sports Day on 24th June. All of our students were
enthusiastic and helpful, and were fantastic at demonstrating each event,
encouraging the Hollinhey pupils from Reception to Year 6, scoring at
each event and making sure that the equipment was all in place and
ready for the next rotation. Well done on a fabulous afternoon and
being excellent ambassadors for the Macclesfield Academy.

UKMT junior maths
challenge 2015
As always,
Macclesfield Academy students played to
packed audiences on 9th and 10th July
when they put on two magnificent
performances of Bugsy Malone. Over 200
students were involved from The Academy,
along with pupils from Parkroyal, Hollinhey
and Ivy Bank primary schools.

Two students from The
Macclesfield Academy, Kieran
Forshaw (7AR) and Maddy Burton
(8JW), achieved Bronze awards in
this year’s UKMT Junior Maths
Challenge. They both achieved
Best in Year certificates and
Kieran was also awarded the
Best in School certificate.

The talented cast of primary and secondary
school pupils worked extremely hard over
many weeks to ensure such professional
performances. Behind the scenes too, staff
have worked hard on rehearsals, music,
scenery, costumes and makeup. Everyone’s
hard work paid off! The performances were
simply stunning, and I whould like to thank
everyone, both staff and pupils, for their
individual contributions which, put together,
ensured the huge success of yet another
Macclesfield Academy annual production.

The Junior Maths Challenge,
organised by the UK Mathematics
Trust, was attempted by over
250,000 of the brightest
mathematicians in Years 7 and 8
from across the UK. Roughly the
top 6% receive a gold certificate,
the next 13% silver and the next
21% bronze.
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Joseph Richardson (10NPB), who
earned a Gold certificate in the
Intermediate Challenge held in
February, was in the top 3% of UK
students who qualified for the
UKMT European Olympiad and
has now received his participation
certificate.
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OPEN EVENING : 30th JUNE 2015
We are always very proud to show off
our Academy and our students.
On 30th June, our special summer
Open Evening for children in Years 4
and 5 gave us a wonderful opportunity
to do just that. Our students were
speakers, tour guides, welcomers,
scientists, sports assistants and much,
much more. As usual they did us
proud. One parent said “I cannot get
over the warmth of the reception I
have received”. Another emailed to say:
“I just felt the need to email you to say
how fantastic our guide was at your
Open Evening tonight.
Her enthusiasm and passion for the
school were so evident, she chatted
and answered any questions we had
and engaged the kids, an absolute
credit to the school”. The same parent

added, “We also have a 15 year old
child who is at another school so did
visit all the schools 5 years ago and it's
fantastic to see how far the school has
moved on from the autumn of 2010”.

Open Evening was a tremendous
success but every day is an Open
Day at the Academy; prospective
parents are welcome to book a tour
at any time.

The Macclesfield

academy open evening
Wednesday 9th September 2015
6.30pm - 9.00pm

EVERYONE WELCOME!
• Headteacher’s address at 6.30pm,
7.30pm and 8.30pm
• Subject-specific activities for pupils
• Opportunity to talk to subject teachers
• Tours
• Refreshments
EVERY DAY IS AN OPEN DAY
PLEASE CALL 01625 383100 TO BOOK YOUR TOUR
10
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JOHN MUIR
CERTIFICATE
The Transition group in
Year 7 has been following
the John Muir Certificate
with the National Trust
with monthly trips to
Alderley Edge. The students have been learning
land management skills
and enjoying the outdoors.
All students were proudly
awarded the Discovery
Award level by the John

CELEBRATION AND
HOUSE CUP ASSEMBLY

Muir Trust, with special
recommendation to Kieran
Culkin for his outstanding
ability in the field of land
management.

YEAR 11 PROM

Student achievements were celebrated in the House
Cup assembly. A large number of students received
awards for outstanding attendance and Learning
for Progress.
Students with 100% attendance since September
received awards along with students who had
consistently attained high Learning for Progress grades
throughout the year. The skills developed and
demonstrated to realise these are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

On Thursday 18th June we were proud to celebrate with
our Year 11 students at their Prom evening held at Hollin
Hall, Kerridge. Mrs Mathers and her able team of helpers
worked hard to decorate the room and make the
tables look splendid. Arik Ross, Will Windsor and Mason
Thomas provided two musical interludes and the
students led by Bradley Priestley, Sophie Buxton and
Olivia Baker-Shrubsall read out some lovely tributes to
staff which they had very thoughtfully composed ahead
of the event. All of the students looked fantastic.
The evening was very well-attended by staff too, who
were proud to see how well their students had turned
out and grown up! After much deliberation the following
students were awarded;
Prom Queen
Prom King
Prom Princess
Prom Prince

Supporting and coaching others
Working independently of the teacher
Active contribution to learning
Using learning tools to solve problems
Homework completed to a good standard
Excellent presentation of work

All students earn house points through excellent
attendance and Learning for Progress grades. Form
tutors also provided awards for their students of the
year and students with the most house points.
All house points were counted and the eventual House
Cup winners were Mulberry.
Over 850,000 house points had been earned since
September, a quite remarkable achievement by all.
This has now set a challenging target for 2016 that the
students have already started working towards.

Kymara Akinpelumi
Tom Bwye
Ellie Postlewhite
Adam Horsley

The Prom is always a very special evening, a time to
reflect on the past and also to be excited about the
future. Thank you to the Year 11 students for dancing
the night away and making the most of their time
together.
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LONDON TRIP
Macclesfield Academy took 27 students on a trip to
London in June to see the Natural History Museum and
the London Eye. The trip set off early but that didn’t
dampen any enthusiasm and when we got to the
museum, students were eager to see what was on
display. After a nice picnic lunch on the grounds of the
museum we then took a short ride through London
(some staff tried to get out at Harrods!) to the London
Eye. On the Eye, students had the chance to see all of
London from a bird’s eye view with students taking
some fantastic pictures. All students on the trip were

a credit to the Academy and everyone had fun when
they were there.

BUSHCRAFT
Mr Nicholson was delighted to take a group of Year 7
to 9 students on a Bushcraft outdoor residential trip
from 15th to 17th June close to Cholmondeley Castle,
near Malpas. Our students were able to participate
in a range of outdoor activities from building fires and
shelters to learning first aid skills and swimming in
the lake. The trip was so enjoyable that we hope to
run a similar residential next year.

TERM DATES 2015/16
CLOSE AFTER SCHOOL ON

RE-OPEN ON
Wednesday 2nd September 2015

Autumn Term
Mid-Term

Thursday 22nd October 2015

Monday 2nd November 2015

Christmas

Friday 18th December 2015

Monday 4th January 2016

Mid-Term

Friday 12th February 2016

Monday 22nd February 2016

Easter

Thursday 24th March 2016

Monday 11th April 2016

May Day

Friday 29th April 2016

Tuesday 3rd May 2016

Mid-Term

Friday 27th May 2016

Monday 6th June 2016

Summer

Wednesday 20th July 2016

Tuesday 6th September 2016

Staff Training Days : Tuesday 1st September 2015, Friday 23rd October 2015, Thursday 23rd and Friday 24th June 2016

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL FAMILY HOLIDAYS ARE BOOKED OUTSIDE OF THESE TERM DATES
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