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Headteacher
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and we do not anticipate that this
meeting will last more than an hour.
This is an exciting new venture for us
and we look forward to seeing as many
of you as possible on 19th January.
In the meantime I would like to thank
you all for your continued support for
the Academy and our students and
wish each and every one of you a happy
Christmas and a peaceful New Year.

RICHARD HEDGE
Headteacher
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Chef of the Year 2016
Well done to students in Years 7 and 8
who took park in the “Chef of the Year
2016” competition. The brief was Foods
and Flavours from Around the World and
our students produced some amazing
dishes. They used a wide range of skills
and techniques, but the highlight this year
was the presentation of the dishes and
the attention to detail. Students really
excelled and impressed the judges: Miss
Renn (Food Technology Teacher), Mrs Salt
(Canteen Manager) and visitors from The
Macclesfield Rotary Club.

Children’s Clothes for Cambodia
Last term I taught staff how to
use a sewing machine to make their
own clothes. With the proceeds
from this I bought some bright,
patterned children’s fabric and,
during enrichment, students are
making summer dresses and
shorts from this fabric for children
in Cambodia. Students are being
taught how to read a pattern and
how to use a sewing machine.
I will be taking the clothes made
by our students out to Cambodia
during the 2017 Easter holiday.

A lot of the children in Cambodia
have no parents; some live in the
orphanage and others with extended
families. Some children live in houses
without electricity or running water.
There are no benefits, pensions or
help with childcare. I am proud that
our students are able to provide
support for these children in such
a tangible way.
Rebecca Lucas, Subject Leader,
Design and Technology

IN THE EVENT OF BAD WEATHER...

In the event of deterioration in the weather during the day or overnight, parents/carers
are recommended to check the Academy website at www.macclesfieldacademy.org to
find out the latest information regarding potential closure.
IF THERE IS NO ANNOUNCEMENT, THE ACADEMY IS OPEN.
If your child does not come into school and the school is open this would count as an
unauthorised absence. Please do not assume that The Academy will be closed just
because other schools in the area are closed. Whilst Silk FM Radio on 106.9FM will
report school closure, parents/carers should check the Academy website for the
latest information.
Please ensure that students walking to The Academy in icy weather are wearing
suitable shoes.
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MATHS

GIFTED & TALENTED MATHS DAY
in a unique and fun way. We had
all thought that Maths was about
just figuring out sums and
answering questions.
To start off we did an exercise where
we grouped different symbols and
shapes and numbers. The teacher
asked us what was different about
them and we often looked past the
obvious things like colour and size.
Later on, we did a task where she put
up a variety of numbers. The title was
‘My Life Measured’ and she asked us
to be open-minded and creative to
think of what the numbers meant.

Eight of our Year 8 students attended
a Gifted and Talented Maths Day
hosted at All Hallows Catholic
College on 7th November along
with sixteen students from other
secondary schools in East Cheshire.
The specialist Maths tutor running
the event (who is also a Maths
consultant and CPD tutor) runs fun
and educational events for school

and college groups nationwide.
The main focus on 7th November
was applied maths/problem solving.
This is what Anya Brandon and Rosie
Wood had to say about the day.
“The Maths day was fun and very
eventful. The teacher taught us
a different perspective on Maths.
She made us look at Maths

Finally, at the end of our day,
we were given six train tickets and
we had to make a cube out of them.
We achieved this by folding down
the edges and cleverly securing them
together. This may sound simple but
we had to make sure that all
the flaps were on the outside of
the cube so that we could then join
cubes together”.
Also attending were Jaime Duffy,
Sam Smith, Emily Tuson, Jack Van
Vliet, Ben Ward and Hannah Whyte.

YEAR 10 MATHS FESTIVAL
“In November we were invited to Sandbach
High School to compete in a Year 10 Maths
Festival. Patrick Wood, Maddy Burton,
Amy Reed and I found the competition
challenging and the questions stretched
our learning capabilities. We enjoyed
enriching our maths knowledge with
rounds on complex numbers and a difficult
maths relay. When the final scores were
tallied up, we were pleased with our
finishing position of fifth. We had an
excellent day and enjoyed working as
part of a team”.
By Rob Rowson (Year 10)

www.macclesfieldacademy.org
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Pictured: Isaac Blackman (Y7)
When it comes to times tables, speed
AND accuracy are important – the
more facts your child remembers,
the easier it is for them to do harder
calculations. Times Tables Rock Stars
is a fun and challenging programme
designed to help students master
the times tables!
At the beginning of every maths
lesson our Year 7 students start
with times table practice using
Times Tables Rock Stars.

They have to answer 60 questions
as fast and as accurately as possible
with some ambient rock background
music. There is also an online version
which many students have been
accessing in their own time at home
and in school. As they become faster
at answering questions, then their
rock status improves.
• Rock Star – can answer times
tables questions in 3 seconds
or less

• Rock Legend – can answer times
tables questions in 2 seconds
or less
• Rock God – can answer times
tables questions in under 1 second
Every student has a rock star name
and an avatar which can be improved
by buying better clothes and
equipment with coins earned
from the online version.

Our results show us that even though the difficulty level of the times table is increasing,
the response time per question is decreasing (3.9 seconds in week one compared with 2.3
seconds in week 8). We are also proud to say that we have 18 Rock Legends and 25 Rock Stars.

We have recently introduced a little
inter-class competition into the mix
too which has added an additional
buzz and enthusiasm.
‘Battle of the Bands’ allows a class to
accumulate as many correct answers
as possible which then contribute
towards a whole class total.
Isaac Blackman (Y7) is the current
leader. He is an avid player and he has
amassed over 276,000 coins under the
pseudonym of Blake Thorogood (his
Rockstar name).
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MUSIC

ANNUAL CONCERT
At the time of going to press we are
rehearsing for our Annual Concert
which we know will be as superb
as in previous years! The concert
provides a wonderful opportunity
for students from all year groups
to dazzle their parents, other family
members, friends and governors
with an evening of solo and group
performances. Our Annual Concert
will, as always, feature our big choirs
where students are joined by staff to

sing a variety of popular
and Christmas songs.
All students, regardless
of experience, have been
given the opportunity to
take part and, as a consequence,
we are delighted that more than 120
students will be involved. They have
been rehearsing enthusiastically for
weeks in order to ensure another
stunning showcase of their varied
musical talents.

Once again, our thanks go to Mr
Rodgers and everyone involved –
both staff and students – for the
parts they are each playing in
ensuring the success of this much
anticipated annual event. It really
will be another team effort!

THE ACADEMY ROCKS INTO WINCLE!
Throughout October and November, several
Macclesfield Academy students have assisted Mr
Rodgers in delivering music sessions on drum kits
and guitars to Key Stage 2 pupils at Wincle Primary
School. As a result, Wincle pupils hope to perform at
the Macclesfield Music Festival in February.

Macclesfield Academy has been providing workshops
such as this in primary schools for many years and
its unique Rock Van is central to enabling these
workshops to take place. Anyone who enjoyed the
film ‘School of Rock’ will be delighted to hear that it
is happening right here in Macclesfield!

GCSE CERTIFICATE PRESENTATION EVENING
Following the record breaking results this summer, we welcomed back the class of 2016
and their families to celebrate their achievements at our annual GCSE presentation
evening. Our guest speaker on the evening was Janet Mott, the former Head of Hollinhey
Primary School, who has been an avid supporter of the Macclesfield Academy Learning
Community since the Academy opened in 2011. As well as presenting the students with
their GCSE certificates, we also presented some special awards.
The Jim Shields Art Award went to Emily Marlow
The Sportsman of the Year Award was presented to Josh Keenan
The Sportswoman of the Year Award went to Chloe Conroy
Outstanding Academic Achievement Awards went to Joseph Richardson & Rosie Gunter
Outstanding Progress Awards went to Emily Lyons and Harry Orson

www.macclesfieldacademy.org
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Y10 STUDENTS TEACH SPANISH
TO PRIMARY SCHOOL PUPILS
During enrichment, Year 10 students have been preparing Spanish
lessons to teach to pupils from Ash Grove Academy in Years 3,
5 and 6. On Thursday, 24th November, Y5 pupils arrived full of
excitement and anticipation and were quickly absorbed in the
activities which our students had very professionally prepared for
them. The topics taught included wild animals in a zoo and sports
using different verbs. The children also learnt how to say what
their favourite animal was and how to describe it, e.g. the colour
and size. For example, one child said that their favourite animal
was a wolf, which was grey and big. “Mi animal favorito es un lobo,
es grisy marrón”. As the children had great confidence and did
so well, they were each given a chocolate. To conclude, the Year 5
children were exceptionally focused and determined to learn, and
the Year 10 students were exhausted but proud of their success!
Well done!

GCSE Geography Fieldtrip
In the last week before half
term, 29 students braved the
rain and the cold to complete
their fieldwork at Cumberland
Clough for this year’s controlled
assessment. The river channel
was measured and velocities
were taken, whilst everyone
got muddy and wet!

Year 7 students visit Delamere forest
As part of the introduction to the
Year 7 curriculum in Geography,
students visited Delamere forest.
Students looked at how the forest
environment differed to the learning
zone and at the different uses of the
forest. We built into the visit some
work on map skills whilst using
mathematical skills. It was fantastic
to watch students appreciate
their environment, whilst taking
responsibility for their learning and
gaining confidence in a fun and
structured way.
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SCHOOL COUNCIL 2016/17
Students from all years
have been chosen by their
peers to represent their
forms on this year’s council.
Every other week the School
Council meets for a breakfast
meeting to discuss various
agenda items. Topics in
the past have included
enrichment options, the
canteen, bullying, PHSEE and
mental health. Mrs Hughes
and Mrs Dooley are looking
forward to working with this
year’s enthusiastic recruits!

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD
this amount of time. Within my
lesson, I do three types of dancing:
ballet, tap and pointe ballet.

We’re very proud of Lucy Graves (Y11),
the first student at The Macclesfield
Academy to receive a Bronze Duke of
Edinburgh Award. This is what she
had to say about her experience.

“For my Bronze Duke of Edinburgh
experience, I had to do three activities,
all of which had to be over a three
month period except for one which
had to be six months. Volunteering,
skills and physical are the three
categories that you need to do. For
me, I chose volunteering as my six
month option because I was already
helping out with a local Rainbows
Group. Some people were worried that
they wouldn’t find any activity they
like that fits under the categories.
However, it isn’t hard to find an
activity that you like as there is a large
list for each category to show what
you could do. If there is another thing
that you can’t see, you could ask your

Duke of Edinburgh helper to see
whether it fits under a category.
For my six months of volunteering,
I went to my local Rainbows group,
helping small children complete fun
activities, such as races, colouring in
and paper maché. I found this fun
and I still help out there which is
great. After a bit, you grow a small,
friendly connection with the children
and understand how they think, as
well as getting a good view on what
happened throughout their week
For my three months of physical,
I did dancing at my local dance studio.
I chose to do this as I have been doing
dancing there since I was little; as well
as this, I find it fun. I found this good
as I’m not doing something I don’t
like for three months. Instead of the
recommended one hour of activity
time, for dancing, I did 1¾ hours
because my lesson runs for

www.macclesfieldacademy.org

For my three months of skill, I did
horse riding. I’d been doing horse
riding for a while beforehand and had
had a small break. When I got back
into it for DofE, I found it so much
fun and I’m glad that I started again.
I’m still horse riding every weekend,
gaining knowledge on how to do
things better than I did before and
learning new skills such as how to
stay strong sitting on a horse and
what to do when the horse wants
its own way.
The expedition that we did was for
two days, one night. It was great
as everyone made an attempt at
navigating to the next checkpoint.
As well as this, you get a chance to
talk and have a laugh with people
you don’t really speak to on a daily
basis at school. We hiked around
the Beeston castle area. It was also
a great opportunity to take in the
beautiful views of the landscape.
But besides being bitten by many
horse flies and other insects,
it was a great experience”.
Congratulations also go to Eleanor
Adshead (Y11) and Colin Midgley (Y11)
who have also passed their Bronze
Duke of Edinburgh Award.

info@macclesfieldacademy.org

01625 383100

7

ART
YOU’RE SAFE WITH US
After reports of post-referendum
hate crime - initial figures from
the National Police Chiefs’ Council
showed a 57% rise in reported
incidents - a Twitter user
encouraged people to wear a
safety pin to show solidarity
with immigrants living in the UK.
The safety pin, worn visibly to
others became a symbol in the
fight against racism in the wake
of the Brexit vote. It has since
been adopted in the USA in similar
reports of racism following the
election of President Elect Trump.
Enrichment groups worked with
Mrs Underhill, using wire to recreate
and celebrate the patterns from
different ethnic and religious
groups living in the UK.
Each student made a safety pin to
symbolise their own tolerance and
support of immigrant groups and
to show that ‘You’re safe with me’.

We extended the message
on behalf of the whole of
The Macclesfield Academy
to say ‘You’re safe with us’
and ‘You’re safe here’.

IF YOU BUILD IT…

By Harry Bailey (Y11)
GCSE Art and Photography students spent a lesson in Macclesfield town
centre taking photographs and drawing to gather image resources for their
coursework projects. The Photography group worked with Mrs Underhill
on a project called ‘If you build it…’, the result of which was a series of
photographs and digital collages created using Photoshop.
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By Mya Tomlinson (Y11)
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Art continued…

Enrichment

By Casey Rutter (Y9)

By Layton McCamon (Y8)

During enrichment, students have been working on a project based on traditional geometric designs with fantastic
results as shown here. We were so impressed with the students’ work that we used a selection of their designs for
the Academy’s Christmas card.

Homework Club
Our Homework Club is available four nights a week
to 4.30 pm with a drink and cake provided. It is well
known that homework helps to consolidate learning.
Recently the Academy invested in the on-line access to
homework module, Show My Homework. A parent said
“I am delighted with Show My Homework. It allows me to see exactly
what homework my daughter has, and this has helped her organisational
skills enormously”.
GCSE Art and Photography students stay to use the facilities in art. Mrs Underhill, art teacher, said: ”staying
after school lets students independently complete their coursework and allows them to access the practical
resources they don’t have at home”.

We would like to invite parents and friends to a special

PARENTS’ FORUM

on Thursday 19th January at 7.00pm
to discuss the formation of a group for parents and friends to be called
Friends of The Macclesfield Academy (FOTMA)
Refreshments will be available. We do not anticipate that the meeting will last more
than an hour. This is an exciting new venture for us and we look forward to seeing as
many of you there as possible.

www.macclesfieldacademy.org
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ROTARY YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARD
Congratulations to Rhiannon Daws-Burgess and Cat Duffy who attended the Rotary Youth
Leadership Award weekend in Buxton from 18th-20th November. As you can see from the
accounts written by the girls they had a great time and gained a lot from the experience.
By Rhiannon Daws-Burgess (Y10)
Being invited to the Rotary Youth Leadership
Award weekend was amazing. I was so excited to
take part in a weekend of team activities with people
I had never met before. I hadn’t heard of Rotary
before Mrs Hughes had told me of the weekend
I would experience.
While I was away I had many experiences all of which
I enjoyed. The weekend helped me build confidence
and experience things I never thought I could do.
I met a lot of new friends when I got there on the
18th. Everybody was put into two teams who we
then went on a night hike with. My team consisted
of me, Kimberly, Ethan, Malaki, Lucy, Fraser, Roy and
Martha. The night hike was amazing. We had to lift
everybody over a high wooden wall and then orientate
our way around large fields with different activities as
we went.

My group went caving as one of our activities. It was
terrifying! I’m a claustrophobic and I hate tight spaces
but as my group all loved the idea of caving we went
into an easier cave. I got over my fear of tight spaces
as my group were all extremely supportive.
I became a team leader during abseiling. It was so
fun! Everybody worked together to support each
other down the bridge.
We finished the weekend with a rope course. My team
had to carry two buckets of water over it. However we
dropped a bucket of water on the rope swing covering
me and Malaki!
I’m honoured that I was funded by the Rotarians and
chosen to go on this trip. I made many new friends
which I am still in contact with and plan to meet again.
The adults all made sure we had an amazing time and
they supplied amazing food daily.

By Cat Duffy (Y10)
I was delighted to be given the opportunity to join
the Rotary Youth Leadership Award weekend from
18th-20th November 2016.
I was aware of the Rotarians before this because a
couple of years before the trip I took part in the rotary
youth speak competition two years in a row.
The weekend away helped me to develop as a person
in the following ways:
• I made new friends on the Friday night when I was
put in a group which consisted of me, Jay, Patrick,
Josh, Adam, Oscar, Connor and Alice. This really
helped as before the weekend I was not a very
sociable person and didn’t have many friends. I still
stay in contact with most of my group and have
plans to meet up with them in the future.

10
10

• I defied my phobia of heights on the Sunday by
climbing to the top of the biggest and most
complicated rock and climbing over the ten foot
wall on the Friday night. I did this with the help of
Jay and Patrick.
• I gained skills of orienteering and map reading when
I was elected as the person to direct us from the
starting point to the end.
•M
 y confidence grew along the whole of the weekend
but mostly when we had to do the mini Olympics as
before then I would never have had the courage to
put on a harness blindfolded or do the splits to pick
up a small cereal box.
I am very thankful that this trip was funded for me
by the Rotarians because I had an amazing time and
I didn’t want it to end because I made some amazing
friends and met some amazing people.

10 MPH SPEED LIMIT ON THE MACCLESFIELD LEARNING ZONE
For the safety of all our students and visitors, please adhere to the
10mph speed limit throughout the Learning Zone campus

www.macclesfieldacademy.org
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SPORT

Congratulations to 7RL for winning
the Year 7 inter-form football
competition on 14th November.
Well done to Tyler Humphrey (7KTH)
who won the golden boot with 9
goals scored in 3 games.

On Monday 21st November Year
7 students competed in an indoor
football competition at Poynton High
School. They did really well, beating
Fallibroome 1 – 0 (Tyler Humphrey
scoring a penalty), lost against
Tytherington 1 – 0 from a penalty
and drew against Poynton 1 -1,
Tai Beaver scoring for us.

With 1 win, 1 draw and 1 loss
we were on equal points with
Tytherington to go through to
the semi-finals but we lost
out on the head to head rule

TERM DATES 2016/17

as they had beaten us in their game.
A fantastic performance from all
the lads!

Close after school on

Re-open on

Christmas

Wednesday 21st December 2016

Thursday 5th January 2017

Mid-Term

Friday 17th February 2017

Monday 27th February 2017

Easter

Thursday 6th April 2017

Monday 24th April 2017

May Day

Friday 28th April 2017

Tuesday 2nd May 2017

Mid-Term

Friday 26th May 2017

Monday 5th June 2017

Summer

Thursday 20th July 2017
Staff Training Days: Thursday 22nd and Friday 23rd June 2017.

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL FAMILY HOLIDAYS ARE BOOKED OUTSIDE OF THESE TERM DATES

TERM DATES 2017/18

Close after school on

Autumn Term

Re-open on
Tuesday 5th September 2017

Mid-Term

Thursday 19th October 2017

Monday 30th October 2017

Christmas

Wednesday 20th December 2017

Thursday 8th January 2018

Mid-Term

Friday 16th February 2018

Monday 26th February 2018

Easter

Thursday 29th March 2018

Monday 16th April 2018

May Day

Friday 4th May 2018

Tuesday 8th May 2018

Mid-Term

Friday 25th May 2018

Monday 4th June 2018

Summer

Wednesday 25th July 2018

Staff Training Days : Monday 4th September 2017 and Friday 20th October 2017 plus Thursday and Friday 21st and 22nd June 2018.

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL FAMILY HOLIDAYS ARE BOOKED OUTSIDE OF THESE TERM DATES

www.macclesfieldacademy.org
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DIARY DATES
WEEK A or WEEK B?
2-6 January

Week B

9-13 January

Week A

16-20 January

Week B

23-27 January

Week A

30 Jan–3 Feb

Week B

6-10 February

Week A

13-17 February

Week B

HALF TERM
27 Feb-3 Mar

Week A

EVENTS

• Thursday 5th January – School re-opens
• Tuesday 10th January – Pathways Evening
• Tuesday 17th January – Y8 Parents’ Evening
• Thursday 19th January – Parents’ Forum
• Wednesday 1st February – PHSEE & Citizenship Day
• Friday 17th February – School closes for half-term
• Monday 27th February – School re-opens
• Wednesday 1st March – REVIEW DAY

IMPORTANT DATES
FOR YOUR DIARY
• Pathways Evening - Tuesday 10th January 2017
We will be launching our 2017 Pathways
programme for all students in Years 8, 9 and
10. From 2017 there will be major changes
to the qualifications we offer at the Academy,
including changes to subject content,
assessment and the move to numbered
GCSE grades. On the evening we will explain
the changes and provide guidance for students
and parents, as well as recommending routes
for students to follow during their time at
the Academy.

Join our lottery and help make
this our best year ever!

• Review Day – Wednesday 1st March 2017
As in previous years, the school day will be
collapsed and everyone will be given a fifteen
minute appointment when you can speak with
Form Tutors about the progress students have
made so far. The main focus of the meeting
will be a student presentation on their
achievements to date and their goals for
the remainder of the year.

TO START SUPPORTING, VISIT
www.YourSchoolLottery.co.uk
and search for Macclesfield

A GUARANTEED prize to one of our
supporters every week!
A further chance of winning £25,000 in
a separate draw every week!
Tickets only cost £1 per week!
Support our school and win prizes
– WIN WIN!

Hurry! There has never been
a better time to join

The Macclesfield Academy, Park Lane, Macclesfield, SK11 8JR
www.macclesfieldacademy.org | info@macclesfieldacademy.org | 01625 383100

