Celebrating Success;
Planning for Improvement
As we approach the end of another
school year, our thoughts are turning
again to our annual celebration
assembly when we focus on the
contribution our students have made to
our collective efforts to turn our seven
core values into a daily reality around
the Academy.
We will be making awards based on
the values of positive thinking, putting
others first, achieving excellence, ethics
and behaviour, innovation, promoting
diversity and working in partnership.
Dr Skarratt, who is the organising
genius behind the assembly, has been
overwhelmed with nominations from
staff and the challenge will be to fit the
celebration into the 100 minutes that
are available.
This celebration is important for a
number of reasons: it focuses on the
contribution students have made to all
aspects of the life of the Academy and
the wider community; it enables us to
celebrate a wider range of achievement
than that which we can fit into our
Year 7 and 8 awards evening later this
month and our Year 9-10 evening in
September and it means that we end
the school year by reminding ourselves
of the values which underpin everything
we do - and which remain constant no
matter how much else changes.
This has been an exciting year in which
many of our students have excelled
in many areas. It has also brought its

own particular challenges, not least
in the OFSTED report of last October.
As a result, next year will see some
significant changes to several aspects
of our work: to the teaching of maths,
to the provision we make for our
disadvantaged students and to the
arrangements we make for supporting
our Year 11 students to achieve the
greatest possible exam success.
We will also be at the centre of a
major cross phase national project,
Write Across, developing writing in
Years 7 and 8.
Whatever else changes, however,
parents and students can rest
assured that our core values will
remain unchanged. We will continue
to approach all that we do with the
positive ethos which inspectors said
“pervades the Academy”. We will
continue to put our students first:
maximising their achievement
and promoting their wellbeing.
Above all, we will continue to
promote excellence in
everything we do.
Have a lovely summer.

RICHARD HEDGE
Headteacher
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School closes for the
summer holiday at 2pm
on Wednesday 25th July
and re-opens on Tuesday
4th September 2018

info@macclesfieldacademy.org

01625 383100

OPEN
EVENING
MONDAY 24th SEPTEMBER,
6.30 to 9.00pm
• Subject-specific activities for pupils
• Opportunity to talk to subject teachers
• Refreshments
• Tours

Everyone welcome!

You are invited to a

PARENTS’ FORUM

on Thursday 20th September 2018 from 6pm to 7pm
at which we will be discussing our
Y11 enhancement programme
Refreshments served from 5.45pm
Do come along and join us!
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LITTLE SHOP
OF HORRORS
This year, Macclesfield Academy students were once
again joined by over 200 pupils from Parkroyal and
Ivy Bank primary schools in putting on fantastic
performances of Little Shop of Horrors to packed
audiences of parents, friends and governors. All who
participated did their very best and their hard work
and dedication really shone through.
I should like to congratulate the whole cast. Without their
dedication and effort, the shows would not have been
the success that they undoubtedly were. My thanks also
go to the many staff who worked so hard behind the
scenes on costumes, makeup, music and scenery in order
to ensure that truly professional performances awaited
each audience.

YEAR 11 PROM
Our annual Year 11 Prom was held on a beautiful sunny
evening at Hollin Hall, Kerridge on 28th June. It was a fantastic
evening with students looking stunning in their suits and
prom dresses. This year the various modes of transport
made arrivals even more spectacular with police vans, steam
engines, a Scooby Doo van, a horse and trap and some very
prestigious sports cars all making their way down the drive.
After the speeches and awards, students took to the dance
floor enthusiastically. It was a wonderfully entertaining
evening and we thank Mrs Mathers for arranging the venue
room so beautifully and making all of the award certificates.
Our Year 11 students were a credit to themselves and we
thank them too for making it such a special evening and a
fitting finale to their time at The Academy.

SCHOOL COUNCIL
The School Council team this year have played an important
part in our school community. This was our first year of
running sub-councils on events, primary liaison, teaching
and learning, behaviour and the school environment with all
council members belonging to one group. As a result, the
activities students have carried out have been wide-ranging.
Students have helped organise a Christmas jumper day,
given feedback on the reward system and behaviour within
the school, have started to plan events for the Autumn
term, presented to the senior management team about the
school environment, taken assemblies and assisted with
primary events. These are just a few highlights. Once again
I would like to say a big thank you to the students for the
enthusiasm and dedication they have shown this year.

You will meet lots of
different people and
do different things
and this will widen
your view of life.
Martha Noakes

Mrs Dooley
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FUNDRAISING FOR EAST
CHESHIRE HOSPICE
Students have raised just over £11,000 for East
Cheshire Hospice since the Academy opened in 2011
with a range of imaginative fundraising endeavours
involving both staff and students.
Mr Hedge said: “Supporting the Hospice is all part of
the school ethos which aims to embed the world of
learning within the wider community.
We are strongly of the view that an enriched
education comes not only from within the classroom
but also by locating that learning within the
community itself. I am delighted that our students
have shown themselves to be fundraisers of proven
imagination and success, showing real invention in
the different events”.
A personal event favourite for Mr Hedge was the Elf
Run at Christmas where students raised £700. “I just
happened to be passing the sports hall and glanced in
to see dozens of students all taking part in activities
wearing elf hats. There was so much lively energy in
the room; it was a delight to see”.

Hospice Community Fundraiser, Lisa Ball, who
thanked the school at a recent assembly, said that
“Academy staff and students had shown great
commitment to look outwards into the community
and the Hospice was extremely grateful for their
support. To have this ongoing support from the young
people in our community is fantastic. Every penny
they have raised will make a big difference in helping
us to provide Hospice care for so many people”.

BBC SUPERMOVERS!
‘On 18th May I filmed a television promotion for BBC SUPERMOVERS. It was
advertising for people to be healthy and energetic. I had to dance to music with
other people. One person started to dance as others joined them. It was shown
on BBC and CBeebies. It was great fun filming it and I met some new friends’.
By Zak Soualmi (Y8)

This is a welcoming
community. You can
talk to anybody and
everybody is willing
to help.
Pip Howell

4

www.macclesfieldacademy.org

PLANT SALE
Many thanks to all of you who supported our plant
sale this year and helped the Vietnam 2020 team
with their fundraising. We raised £1,056 which we
think is a record.
Thanks also to those
who bought raffle tickets
for the hanging basket
which was won by a
very thrilled
Yvonne May-Jarvis.
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VIETNAM 2020
Expeditions are a life-changing
experience, a chance for young
people to go on a fun and educational
journey with their friends. Most
expedition destinations are in
developing countries, allowing the
students to not only experience
stunning parts of the world, but also
to witness a very different way of
life to their own. Our students will be
experiencing the Vietnamese culture
up close by staying with local families
and immersing themselves into the
warm, welcoming local community.
The students will be taking time to
give something back during their
project phase. Whilst the students
will be working hard, there will be
opportunities to savour the delights
of Vietnam - a trip in a junk boat to
marvel at the limestone towers in
Halong Bay for example.
The students’ project phase will be at
‘Volunteers for Peace Vietnam’ where
they will be working on projects in the
local area such as in schools assisting
with renovating classrooms and
teaching students English.
Apart from the expedition itself,
the lead up to the trip is just as
crucial at building the students’

interpersonal skills, social skills,
and developing their prowess in the
world of business. Students have a
lot to save up for between now and
summer 2020, with a goal of £3575
each. They have been very proactive
from busking in town, selling eggs,
‘manning’ a stall and organising
cream teas!
The weekend of 30th June/1st July
was busy for some of our expedition
students. Sharnagh Dennehy
organised an afternoon tea at her
Mum’s church and raised nearly
£500. The kitchen was a hive of
activity with her extended family
and church friends.
Sam Moss played the piano for
5 hours non-stop.
Joe Lomas and Harry White
had a stall at Langley Fete on a
beautiful summer’s afternoon.
All students are to be congratulated
on their determination to raise
funds for their forthcoming
Vietnam trip and on the variety
of activities they are organising.
We look forward to hearing about
further fundraising events in
future newsletters.

The Academy is amazing.
We do things in a different
way. The staff are helpful
and the longer lessons
mean we learn more.
Zeeshan Hussain

HIGH ACHIEVING YEAR 8 ACADEMY
SCHOLARS SUCCESSFULLY TOOK ON
AN ENGINEERING DESIGN CHALLENGE
TO ILLUMINATE THE BODY
The Brilliant Club students have recently completed
another University Scholars Programme. The
Programme, developed by University College London,
has a strong academic focus and is designed to
stretch and challenge students.
This course taught the students about the engineering
design process through the design of a medical
physics device. Students learnt how physics can
be applied to medicine, how engineers use physical
principles to design machines and how scientists
interpret data. The course focused on near-infrared
spectroscopy (NIRS) which is a technique that uses
light to measure changes in blood flow in the brain.

www.macclesfieldacademy.org

Learning about this technique introduced them to
new physics ideas, building upon those they already
understand, and then applying them to
new situations.
After a number of tutorials with their PhD tutor
delivering University-style learning, the students
completed a 2000 word report showing the design
of a NIRS system to monitor muscle on athletes.
Their hard work and resilience produced excellent
results with 72% of the students attaining a 1st or
2.1 in their final assignment.
Well done to all of our Scholars in the Brilliant Club.
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AMY AND TYLER CHALLENGE THEMSELVES
AND COMPLETE THE ROTARY YOUTH
LEADERSHIP AWARD
The local Rotary Club sponsored two of our students
to attend the White Hall Rotary Youth Leadership
Award (RYLA) weekend. Amy Edwards and Tyler Smith
enthusiastically tackled RYLA challenges, developing
resilience and overcoming fears whilst also meeting
new people and making new friends.
RYLA activities helped them to understand how
important leadership and working in a team are,

and include caving, canoeing, raft building
and climbing.
The girls summed up the weekend:
“It was really fun. We did lots of different activities that
consisted of teamwork with our groups. Altogether the
weekend was really challenging but enjoyable and lots
of lifelong memories have been made”.

COMMUNITY ACHIEVEMENTS
We once again celebrated community
achievements at The Macclesfield
Academy. The Rotary Club has kindly
agreed to fund a number of awards for
students who go above and beyond
in the communities in which they live.
There are several Award Ceremonies
per year and at our ceremony in May,
awards were received by:
Sharnagh Dennehy who raised funds
for worthy causes. She helps out
with children and young people in
the Guides and at Brownies and also
helps at her local church.
Harry White who raised funds for
worthy causes through a variety
of means including playing brass
instruments.

Joe Lomas who raised funds for
worthy causes through a variety of
means. He is also very involved in
his Scout group and helps with Cubs.
Liam Belford has raised funds for
worthy causes through a variety
of means including playing brass
instruments.
Ruby Claydon-Bell has been making
amazing clothes for Cambodian
children during enrichment.
She has made lots of garments
including dresses and trousers,
both this year and last. She has
also helped others with their
sewing and in using the
sewing machines.

Miss Halsall, Deputy Head said:
“The Macclesfield Academy is so
pleased to be celebrating being
part of the community which we
serve and honouring young people
who are at the heart of making a
difference to the place where we
live and work”.

INSPIRATIONAL TEACHING
We would like to draw your attention to a lovely
story in the Macclesfield Express recently about the
inspirational teaching of Mr Rodgers, our Subject
Leader for Creative Arts.
The article (about a Macclesfield band made up of
former students) quotes one of the band members:
“We’re all self-taught musicians but we all had the
same music teacher at school, Dave Rodgers, who was
an inspiration to be around.
He was the music teacher at Henbury and
Macclesfield High. He just had this intense energy
and passion when it came to music and teaching. It’s
that kind of natural enthusiasm that you have to look
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up to and is something we
try to emulate when it comes
to writing and performing.
Something like that never
leaves you”.
One of our parents described it as a “lovely read”.
She added that: “As a parent of a current pupil, I
agree wholeheartedly. It is clear from the amount
of students who want to be involved in school
productions that Mr Rodgers continues to inspire
pupils to want to challenge themselves. It was
particularly lovely to hear this coming from ex-pupils
(in the article) and seeing that his positive influence is
something they have taken forward into adulthood”.

info@macclesfieldacademy.org
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A LOT HAS BEEN
HAPPENING IN SCIENCE!
The Science Department has been very busy since the last newsletter. The main
focus has been on preparing our students for the end of year exams. First we
want to say huge congratulations to our Year 11s for finishing the first set of
external examinations of the new GCSEs and good luck to them on results day.
There have also been exams for years 7-9. We would like to give the students our compliments as their behaviour
and attitude were exemplary during these exams. We would like to make a special mention to the following students
in each year group who performed particularly well throughout the year.
Year 7
• Billy Foulkes
• Sam Broadhurst
• Sam Waring
• Josh Hammond-Bennett
• Alex Wolverson
• Sam Bradley
• Jacob Wolff
• Cailtin Brian
• Josh Ardern
• Alex Dawson
• Sam Corke
• Beau Jackson
• Gracie Riley

• Rosie Dawes
• Emma Cox
• Eloise Kenyon
• Lois Howarth
• Isabel Carter
• Stephanie Gurney
Year 8
• Ethan Owen
• Willow Kidd
• Harry White
• Hazel Smith
• Liam Belford
• Matt Gibson
• Matt Gill

• Jason Bailey
• Jessica Henshall
• Sam Cooper
• Shannon Barlow
• Lucy Byrom
• Jack Quinn
• Nathan Wood
• Trinity Johnstone-Reid
• Matthew Aggersbury
• Erin Beresford
• Emma Luke
Year 9
• Sam Smith
• Charlie Wiss

• Saul Jackson
• Amy Edwards
• Anya Brandon
• Tyler Smith
• Brenden Goodwin
• Paige Bell
• Olivia Weir–Hodges
• Rami Abo Zeed
• Rama Abo Zeed
• Charlie Jackson
• Finlay Richardson

As I write this, Year 10 are also sitting their exams and have continued to follow the
example of the rest of the school.
However, it has not been all exams this term. As part of their secondary school
outreach programme, a scientist from Jodrell Bank visited the school to deliver an
interactive session to our Y7 students entitled ‘Explore your Universe’.
The ‘Explore Your Universe’ workshop engaged the students with information about
the radio astronomy research conducted at Jodrell Bank. Students tested their
problem solving skills with laser puzzles, saw hidden wavelengths with an infrared
camera, and got an insight into what it’s like to study science at university.

Can we take this opportunity to remind GCSE students that they will need a calculator for all science
lessons and in particular exams. GCSE revision guides will be available on the Gateway.

Finally we want to say some goodbyes and hellos.
Paul Jackson has been the science technician for the school since 1987 – he has been the
behind the scenes science guru and has supported the department and a huge number
of staff and students. We want to wish him all the best in his retirement.
Finally we want to send all of the department’s best wishes with Mr Choudhury as he
moves on to a new role. He will be greatly missed but we are very happy to announce that
Mr Sutton will take over as Subject Leader.
We would also like to welcome Mrs Cessford and Mr Levitski to the teaching team
and Mrs Shaw to the technician team in September.

www.macclesfieldacademy.org

info@macclesfieldacademy.org

01625 383100

7

BARNABY FESTIVAL
Macclesfield Academy students took part in the recent Barnaby
Festival. On the theme of “roots and routes”, students based their
ideas on the ghosts of Macclesfield past. They made their own very
impressive costumes based on Victorian mill workers and decorated
them with SK11 and SK12 to show the routes of the town. A lovely
time was had by all!

“NOBODY SAID IT WAS
GOING TO BE EASY”!
It makes us at the Academy
very proud to see the students
trying something that is “out
of their comfort zone” and
succeeding, especially in Maths,
a subject that they will need
for the rest of their lives.
Furthermore, Alex and Sam achieved
the fantastic accolade of qualifying
for the follow-on round called the
Junior Kangaroo. They both scored
well in this second paper which was
even more challenging than the first
one, and Alex was awarded a merit
for scoring 108/135. Well done!
The students who took the 2018
UKMT Junior Maths Challenge
quickly found this out this year!
In true Macclesfield Academy
tradition they picked up their
pencils and accepted
their challenge.
This is a national challenge
providing an opportunity for
students to think and solve
problems in an accessible, but
challenging way. The challenge
involves answering 25 multiplechoice questions in one hour
and is sat in school under
normal exam conditions.
At the end of their trial they were
bowed but not beaten. They were
able to comment on how they had
risen to the challenge.
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• “Mind-puzzling and tricky but
fun - we got to explore a part of
maths we don’t often venture”.
• “The Maths Challenge was
very difficult and sometimes
confusing. I knew I did my best
when I got a Bronze Award.
I’ve learned a lot of skills
with the challenge”.
• “You just had to keep calm
and persevere”.
• “It was challenging but I just
kept going and I got the
bronze certificate”!

Gold certificate winners:
Alex Wolverson, Samuel Bradley
Silver certificate winners:
Willow Kidd, Harry White,
Ted Beswick, Holly Hurst,
Joseph Barjat, Logan Shields,
Reuben Clifford
Bronze certificate winners:
Chloe Rowe, Joe Martin,
Sharnagh Dennehy, Ethan Owen,
Joe Lomas, Rafferty Postlewhite,
Chloe Moore, Marcus Jepson,
Megan Graham, Tyler Jones

• “It isn’t easy, and you can’t
bung down a guess either,
but when you succeed,
the prize is massive”.
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SUPER CYBER GIRLS!
The Academy is both friendly
and efficient. The GCSEs are
well organised so we can
follow our own pathways.
It is all like a family.
On 14th June, I had the absolute pleasure of taking the following girls
out of school on a Cyber Girls First day at All Hallows Catholic College.

Alex Carter

Amber Pettigrew, Scarlet Roberts, Amber Whalley, Emma Acton,
April Claydon-Bell, Willow Kidd, Trinity Johnstone-Reid, Hermione Geary,
Nadida Adam, Ellie Howarth and Paige Bell
Throughout the day the girls learnt about cyber security, security
breaches in the real world and STEM careers. They also took part in
team building exercises which they excelled in and represented the
school to the highest standard. Well done girls!
Rachael Hall, Computer Science with Business Teacher

STUDENT LEADERSHIP
TEAM 2018/19
We are delighted to announce the names of our
new Student Leadership Team for the academic
year 2018/19. As usual, students in Years 10 and
11 were invited to apply and underwent a formal
interview process with Headteacher, Mr Hedge,
who was impressed with the enthusiasm of the
applicants as well as the care they had taken
in submitting their applications. Prefects are
role models around school and are involved in a
wide range of mentoring activities. The following
students in the new Y11 have been successful in
their applications to become prefects:
Year 11
• Harry Beswick
• Kieran Forshaw
• Pip Howell
• Ellie Kirk
• Chris Pacitti

• Hope Van der Veken
• Lily Whalley
• Kyle Bailey
• Ruby Claydon-Bell
• Chris Wilson

• Will Anderson
• Hannah Bootes
• Meggie Bradley
• Alex Carter
• Jessica Fawkner-Corbett

• Holly McKenzie
• Martha Noakes
• Will Richardson
• Neve Summerton
• Imogen Newsome

Students successful in being appointed to our Student Leadership Team due to their maturity and commitment include:
Head Girl - Martha Noakes
Deputy Head Girls - Meggie Bradley and Ruby Claydon Bell
Head Boy - Harry Beswick
Deputy Head Boys - Chris Pacitti and Alex Carter
We wish them all well. Mr Hedge is currently interviewing Year 10 students to join our growing team.

www.macclesfieldacademy.org
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BIKES FOR CAMBODIA
When I last went to Cambodia I
raised funds to buy 3 bikes and
provisions for destitute families
there and decided that I would try
and raise enough money to buy
10 bikes and return a year later.
The bikes are re-conditioned
with an average cost of £35.00.
Part of this fundraising was done
by asking people to guess what
time the clock had stopped over
a 12 hour period. (The clock was
wound up and locked in a box).
I then created a Just Giving page
and a page on my Facebook
account called ‘Bikes 4 Cambodia’.
Families in Cambodia do not get
financial assistance in any form;
there is no old age pension or
subsidised medical assistance.
In rural areas of Cambodia over
2.5 million people live on $1.20
a day. Life is tough. The Khmer
Rouge caused massive devastation
and even 39 years after the regime
was removed from power in 1979,
the Cambodian people are still
trying to rebuild their country.
For example, due to the conflict,
a whole generation of people
were not educated.
I was not expecting the amazing
generosity of my family, friends
and work colleagues. I surpassed
my target of 10 bikes and raised
enough for 24. My friend Steve
Farrish was killed in October
whilst riding his beloved bike,
so the initiative for fundraising
was in memory of him. MMTG
(Macclesfield Majestic Theatre
Group) also had a collection at
the end of their panto and raised
enough for another 10 bikes.
We were now at a total of 34!
In order to get to school some
students have to walk for 2 hours.
It’s not hard to understand why
some just can’t manage that every
day. A bike can also be shared with
siblings and it’s quite a common
sight to see 2 or more children on
a bike. The bike will benefit the
family enabling family members
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to get night jobs and travel further
for better quality food provisions.
I organised the purchase of the
bikes through a charity in Cambodia
called ‘Heartprint’. Each bike had
to have lights, a basket and a bell.
All were checked to ensure they
were roadworthy. The bikes were
to be delivered to a high school just
outside of Siem Reap. They were
loaded into a long trailer and pulled
by a motorbike! The students at
the school were on holiday and
came in especially including their
Principal. The ‘Heartprint’ team
and I met them outside the school
and we started unloading the
bikes. The Principal read out each
student’s name one at a time, they
came forward, bowed in thanks
and chose their bike. Their faces
were a picture – so excited. Family
members had also come to watch
and all the students were treated
to an ice lolly. It was a truly
memorable day.
Clothes
As part of my job at the Macclesfield
Academy, I teach textiles. Each
Thursday afternoon, the students
have an enrichment programme.
Staff teach many subjects and
skills and I decided to run classes
teaching students how to use a
sewing machine to make
children’s clothes.

www.macclesfieldacademy.org

A lot of the students were boys,
and what amazing machinists they
turned out to be! We made shorts
and trousers for a group of boys in
Siem Reap who were being cared
for by a charity called ‘The Ark’.
These boys had been abandoned
by their families and had spent
some time on the street, getting
involved with drugs and petty
crime. They are aged between 8
and 14. We took them to the lake
for the afternoon and presented
them with the shorts. They were
incredibly pleased, as no one gives
them anything. My students
had also made dresses, and they
were delivered to ‘Heartprint’ for
children in need. One little girl was
so pleased with her dress she kept
kissing the photo of the student
who had made it. She also wanted
to sleep in it! Definitely a success.
I shall certainly be returning to
Cambodia. Perhaps next time
I’ll take out a UK team to build a
house! As the back of my T-shirt
says: “Unless someone like you
cares a whole awful lot, nothing
is going to get better, it’s not”.

Dr Seuss

Mrs Lucas
Technology Subject Leader
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MFL UPDATE!
The language exams are now over and the hours of revision, learning vocab and grammar, are at last a thing of
the past. Students (and their parents!) can once again sleep easy in their beds, and we have time to reflect and
celebrate how far these students have come.
We have been particularly impressed with the level of commitment, independence and effort that a number of
our language learners have shown throughout their GCSEs, and particularly in the run-up to the exam.
They have learned to be focused, resilient individuals who have been prepared to go the extra mile, and I am
confident that whatever grade they achieve, they have acquired skills and strengths which will help them
to reach their goals in life. It has been a pleasure to teach them all, and we wish them every success in their
future choices.
The Year 10 students who have shone this year are:
French
• Pip Howell
• Hannah Bootes
• Martha Noakes
• Hope Van der Veken
• Harry Holland

Spanish
• Fabio Ouattara (who also attended extra-curricular French GCSE lessons in his own time after school!)
• Harry Beswick
• Meggie Bradley
• Kieran Forshaw
• Katie Vaughan
• Alex Carter

We are also looking forward to teaching our new FCSE classes this year and already we have witnessed some
fantastic language learning skills in our lessons! We would like to give a special mention to the six Year 9 Dual
Linguists who are studying GCSE Spanish after school and will leave The Academy with a French and Spanish
GCSE. This will certainly make them more attractive to future employers.
• Paris Beasley
• Khia Byrne
• James Walker
• Harry White
• Ethan Owen
• Poppy Moores
Finally, we would like to mention our talented Year 10 linguists who are attending the after school ‘Bridge to A
Level’ courses in French and Spanish this year. These dedicated students will get a head start in their French/
Spanish A level studies, ready for when they move to sixth form next year.
French
• Martha Noakes
• Pip Howell
• Hannah Bootes
• Élise Barjat

Spanish
• Harry Beswick
• Meggie Bradley
• Kieran Forshaw
• Katie Vaughan
• Alex Carter
• Tia Hounsome

Bonnes vacances!
The MFL Department

Being a small
community is better
because you know
everybody and settle
more quickly.
Ruby Claydon-Bell
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SPORT
GIRLS’ FOOTBALL
Casey Price (Y10) has received 2 medals from Macclesfield Ladies
Football Club recently and has twice been nominated ‘man of the
match’. Well done Casey!

RUGBY

Macclesfield Rugby Club Under-16s team played against a Portuguese
club called Belenenses on 5th May. Reece Melville (Y11), represented
Macclesfield Rugby Club and played fullback. He was chosen as ‘man of
the match’ and added yet another trophy to his huge collection of rugby
trophies! Well done Reece!

PARK ROYAL SPORTS DAY
We were delighted to host Parkroyal’s Sports Day on
19th June with over 160 of their children taking part.
40 Macclesfield Academy students helped run the event,
scoring, coaching and providing hospitality for our visitors.
They were excellent throughout the whole day. Well done
everyone and thank you for your help!

TENNIS
Our thanks go to Macclesfield Tennis Club for taking some of our
PE and enrichment lessons. Two of their LTA level 3 coaches lead
the sessions which have been enjoyed by our students. The club
is still recruiting members - £40 for the whole year!
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10 MPH SPEED LIMIT AND ONE WAY SYSTEM ON
THE MACCLESFIELD LEARNING ZONE
For the safety of all our students and visitors, please adhere
to the 10mph speed limit and one way system throughout
the Learning Zone campus
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LIFESTYLE
FITNESS
Our students have been granted access to the
Lifestyle Fitness gym during our Key Stage 4 gym
club. If any other students are interested, they
should see Mr Jowitt.

In the Academy we try to
show kindness and respect
so that we always get the
best out of our education.
Chris Wilson

Y8 EXTRACURRICULAR AWARD
Congratulations to Sarosh Zaman and Erin
Newsome on winning the Year 8 Extracurricular
Award. Both students had the highest
extracurricular attendance in their year and are a
pair of highly skilled athletes who show leadership
and courtesy in every session. Well done!

Y7 EXTRACURRICULAR AWARD
Well done to Ollie Hand and Rosie Dawes on winning the Year 7 Extracurricular
Award. Both students have been to nearly every session and have shown
enthusiasm and good teamwork skills. They are always polite and a pleasure
to have around the PE department. Well done!

MACCLESFIELD CRICKET
COMPETITION
Our Year 7 and 8 cricket
team competed in the
Macclesfield and District
Cricket Tournament at
the end of June. It was the
first time some of the lads
had played a competitive
game of cricket with a
hard ball. Whilst they lost,
the results were close and
the boys represented the
Academy very well and
showed great respect and
determination throughout
the tournament.
Well done all of you!
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SILK KING!
Gabe Geary (Year 7) had his first engagement as Silk King 2018 at the recent Barnaby Parade.
He was fantastic and very mature. He waved at everyone and met the new Mayor afterwards.
He went on to visit Macclesfield Hospital to meet patients on the rehab ward where he was
described as “just amazing”. He greeted each patient, spoke to them, answered their questions
and shook each hand and said he was pleased to meet them as he left their bedsides. He
reduced two of the lady patients to tears as they said he was so lovely! We are delighted that
the Shelby, the Silk Queen, will be joining the Macclesfield Academy in September.

This is a smaller school
with a greater sense of
community. Every
individual student will
always get attention.
Harry Beswick

WORLD FOOD DAY
On May 4th Jay Stanier, Shauny Flynn, Kaci Blower, Othman
Houssni, Rami Abo Zeed, Rama Abo Zeed, Louie Doorbar,
Josh Arden-Fox and Jodie O’Brien from Year 9 took part in
a World Food Day celebration. The students cooked and
brought in food from their home countries and from around
the world. The day was a huge success and many staff and
students attended to sample the amazing food produced
with some real hard work from the students who also
decorated their tables and created menus and even quizzes
for staff. The event was a great success and a “very well
done” goes to all the students involved.

RELIGIONS IN OUR COMMUNITY
Students from the Academy have been studying different religions in our community.
This year in religious studies students from Years 7 and 8 have been studying three major religions in the UK;
Christianity, Islam and Buddhism. Each topic involved a chance for the students to widen their knowledge and deepen
their understanding by meeting people from each faith.
In Year 7 they visited St George’s church and met the Pastor, Tony Togneri. Here they discussed the impact of the
church on our local community.
Next we were lucky enough to have a Zen Buddhist monk (Mr Williams) visit the school. Students enjoyed having a
go at meditation as well as understanding that not all Buddhists wear saffron robes. Mr Williams was also asked
some very thought-provoking questions by our students. Overall both volunteers and
students said the whole experience was a pleasure.
Whilst in Year 8, our students visited a local mosque. They started by recapping
the core elements of the religion and then got to work in small groups discussing
topical issues with the local community such as arranged marriages. For many
students it was a chance to address any knowledge or misconceptions they
might have had. A great time was had by all during this very
valuable experience.
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FAREWELL AND HELLO

It is always sad at the end of the school year to be saying goodbye to colleagues who will not be returning in
September. This year we say our farewells to Mr Paul Jackson, Mr Graham Jones and Mr Alex McDowall who
have provided invaluable technical support in science, technology and ICT, to Mr Chris Megarrell who has made
an enthusiastic contribution to PE and maths and to Mr Noorul Choudhury who, as Head of Science since the
day the Academy opened, has made such an important contribution to its development. We shall also be sorry
to see the departure of three colleagues who have been towers of strength not only through the lifetime of the
Academy but also to our predecessor schools and who will be retiring at the end of term. Mrs Heather Turner
has been Head’s PA through the rapid changes from Henbury High School to the Academy and has been an
unfailing source of wisdom and support throughout. Mrs Jacqui Wetton originally taught English at Ryles Park
and has since brought her own unique combination of inspiration, insight and humour to the children of the
High School and the Academy. Last but not least, Mrs Deb Hughes has brought her very special combination of
academic rigour and pastoral care to students both in the history classroom and, most recently, as Year Leader
for Key Stage 4. We wish them all well.
While these colleagues will leave some difficult gaps to fill, we are delighted to welcome some wonderful
additions to our growing teaching team for next year.
English - Miss Stephanie Lambe and Mr David Fairweather
MFL - Mrs Sarah Benaissa
Science - Miss Claire Cessford and Mr Andrei Levitski
Humanities - Miss Leighoni Hatch
Computer Science - Mr Mark Sutcliffe
Maths - Mr Richard Laverick
We are also pleased to welcome Miss Karen Shaw, our new science technician. Interviews for the Head’s
PA and IT and technology technician vacancies will take place during the coming weeks. We look forward
to welcoming all our new staff to The Academy in September.

Staff take their time with each
student so everybody gets the
chance to improve.
Lessons are varied and teachers
are good.
Enrichment adds to the experience
and makes school fun.
Neve Summerton
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Notices
DIARY DATES
WEEK A or WEEK B?

EVENTS

3-7 Sep

Week A

10-14 Sep

Week B

17-21 Sep

Week A

Thursday 20th September Parents’ Forum

24-28 Sep

Week B

Monday 24th September Open Evening

1-5 Oct

Week A

Wednesday 10th October
Y7 Tutors’ Meetings with Parents

8-12 Oct

Week B

Monday 15th October PHSEE and Citizenship Day

15-19 Oct

Week A

22-26 Oct

Week B

HALF TERM

Tuesday 4th September School re-opens
Wednesday 19th September Awards Evening (Y9+Y10)

Wednesday 17th October Y11 Parents’ Evening
Thursday 25th October School closes for half-term
Monday 5th November School reopens

TERM DATES 2018/19

Close after school on

Autumn Term

Re-open on
Tuesday 4th September 2018

Mid-Term

Thursday 25th October 2018

Monday 5th November 2018

Christmas

Friday 21st December 2018

Monday 7th January 2019

Mid-Term

Friday 15th February 2019

Monday 25th February 2019

Easter

Friday 5th April 2019

Tuesday 23rd April 2019

May Day

Friday 3rd May 2019

Tuesday 7th May 2019

Mid-Term

Friday 24th May 2019

Monday 3rd June 2019

Summer

Friday 19th July 2019

Staff Training Days : Monday 3rd September 2018 and Friday 26th October 2018 plus Friday 21st June 2019.

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL FAMILY HOLIDAYS ARE BOOKED OUTSIDE OF THESE TERM DATES
Please see our website at www.macclesfieldacademy.org for Term Dates 2019/20.
The Macclesfield Academy, Park Lane, Macclesfield, SK11 8JR
www.macclesfieldacademy.org | info@macclesfieldacademy.org | 01625 383100

