The Macclesfield
Academy
PROSPECTUS

Welcomed,
nurtured and
developed from
DAY 1, YEAR 7
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Welcome
I BECAME HEADTEACHER of the Academy when it opened in 2011. Our mission was to
create an excellent small school offering a distinctively different choice for the families
of Macclesfield.
Since then, that distinctive difference has crystalised around three key themes, all of
which are rooted in our small size.
We are a welcoming community where every child can be known and cared for as
an individual.
We offer a personalised curriculum which can be planned and modified to meet the
strengths and interests of each individual learner.
We provide an enriched experience where every student can find their own role and
develop their own interests.
This approach has certainly borne fruit. Within three years of opening, we had been
judged by OFSTED to be Good in all respects. Throughout the period 2012-2016, the
progress made by our students exceeded the national average and we received an
Education Outcomes Award.
Our 2017 OFSTED inspection found areas which required further improvement. So taking
our motto of Making our Best Better, we have embraced this latest challenge with
enthusiasm and determination. Our students and our parents can rest assured that
we will continue to work to develop the Academy still further so that it becomes the
outstanding school that our students and their families deserve it to be
Richard Hedge
Headteacher
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A welcoming community
ONE OF THE JOYS of being a smaller than average school is that
from the point of their first contact with us, often in Year 3 or
below, children soon come to feel part of the Academy community.

“This is a smaller school
with a greater sense
of community. Every
individual student will
always get attention.”
Harry Beswick

Our wide-ranging programme of transition activities means that they get
to know many of our students and staff long before they start in Year 7
and to regard the Academy as ‘their’ school. By the time they do join us,
many have taken part in sports days and productions as well as taster days
and curriculum activities. This means that their first day at the Academy is
almost never an anxious time for our new Year 7 students because they are
already very much part of the Academy family.
As a result, the number of first preference applications has increased
markedly year-on-year, and since 2016 we have been over-subscribed.
We offer an equally warm welcome to students who transfer to us in later
years, ensuring that their transition is as seamless as it can be.
From Year 7 onwards, many students take on roles of responsibility and
leadership, making their own contribution to the Academy community,
through, for example, the library, the literacy programme, the PE
department, performing arts, as mentors or, ultimately, as members of the
student leadership team in Years 10 and 11.
Our highly-regarded pastoral team makes sure that each student’s needs
are met and that all their teachers know exactly the support they require.
Parents are a vital part of our Academy community too. We maintain
excellent links with parents and from the outset we stress the importance
of working in partnership to promote the achievement and wellbeing of
every student

A personalised curriculum
AT THE VERY HEART of our work is the principle of a personalised
curriculum. We emphatically do not believe that ‘one size fits all’.
As a small school we are able to work closely with students and parents
to boost individual progress from Year 7, offering accelerated learning for
the most talented, and close support for children who have not reached
expected levels at primary school.
We offer an innovative approach to the curriculum, and our students can
begin GCSE programmes at exactly the time they are ready, often in Year
9. Indeed, many of our most able students are already gaining the highest
possible GCSE grades by the end of year 9.
Our unique curriculum structure means that students take many of their
GCSEs in a single year, choosing from a much wider variety of courses and
avoiding the bottleneck that can often be created by taking all exams at the
end of Year 11.
Our ASPIRE centre and our student support facilities enable us to make
special arrangements for any student whose individual circumstances mean
that they need more than the conventional curriculum can offer.
We have also personalised the curriculum still further by adding
individualised programmes for the most able so that they can take
additional and/or advanced qualifications to supplement their other courses.
Taken together, these highly distinctive features of our personalised
curriculum have enabled us to maximise the progress for all of our students.
As a result, in 2015 and 2016 our value added score (which measures the
progress made by all the students in a school across all of their subjects)
was the highest in the whole of Cheshire East
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“The Academy has allowed me to be the person I am today and
the paths I have taken here have changed me for the better.”
Meggie Bradley
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Being
the best we
can be.
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Making
our best
better.

An enriched education
OUR COMMITMENT IS TO EDUCATE the whole child for the whole
of their life, and our programme of enrichment and out-of-school
activities encapsulates this.
Described by OFSTED as ‘excellent’, our enrichment provision is at the heart
of our determination to ensure that our students have an outstanding allround experience of education.
Each Thursday, our school day is extended to 4.10pm and students choose
activities designed to offer new experiences, forge links with our local
community and extend and support their engagement with the curriculum.
Students are given the opportunity to learn something new, which would
not be part of a normal curriculum, try something different, or even
experience aspects of a future career.
A typical programme of activities might include: the ‘Siemens‘ Roller
Coaster Challenge’, the Young Writers’ group, community and conservation
projects with Cheshire Peaks and Plains and placements at partner
primary schools.
Or there is knitting, hockey, tag rugby, swimming, horse riding, samba,
chess, card making, animation, classical musical appreciation and a whole
lot more!
We also offer a wide range of day activities and residential stays which are
designed to enable every single student to experience the challenges of
working in and leading teams and challenging themselves to be the very
best they can be. In recent years, these activities have included high ropes
courses and adventure trails, bushcraft camps and overseas expeditions to
France, Spain, Costa Rica, India and (in 2020) Vietnam
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“Enrichment adds to the experience
and makes school fun.”
Neve Summerton
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A successful school
IN RECENT YEARS we have made rapid advances in many areas,
and the results achieved by our students have outperformed
those attained nationally on almost every single measure.

“The Academy is amazing.
We do things in a different
way. The staff are helpful
and the longer lessons
mean we learn more.”
Zeeshan Hussein

In 2014 OFSTED commented on the many improvements the Academy
has made, including in core academic subjects: “Students’ attainment has
risen rapidly in most subjects, including English and mathematics, to above
average levels; this is in response to the vision and decisive action of the
highly-committed and enthusiastic Headteacher and his staff”.
In 2015, The Macclesfield Academy was presented with a prestigious SSAT
Educational Outcomes Award. The progress students made from their
starting points was the fastest in the whole of Cheshire East, and among
the best in the country.
While we are extremely proud of the progress that we have made as an
Academy, our most recent OFSTED inspection identified areas where we
could support our disadvantaged students better. A detailed action plan
was immediately put in place and we will continue to work tirelessly to
address these issues.
These measures are important, but they are just part of The Macclesfield
Academy story. We believe our real success lies in the transformative effect
that being part of the Academy family has on so many of our students.
Please come and visit us anytime to witness, like OFSTED, the “positive
ethos which pervades the Academy” and which underpins the progress our
students make every day. Experience the palpable sense of community and
see The Macclesfield Academy difference at work

Every day is an open day!
Prospective parents are welcome to make an appointment to
come and visit on any day of the school year – come and see
for yourself what makes The Macclesfield Academy a unique
place to learn, work and play.
Tel: 01625 383100
Email: info@macclesfieldacademy.org
www.macclesfieldacademy.org
The Macclesfield Academy, Park Lane, Macclesfield, SK11 8JR
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