Celebrating Democracy
Immediately they put this idea
into practice and a group of them
organised a mock election for the
whole Academy. “Hustings” and voting
took place in two special assemblies
on 11th December (for students in
Years 7 and 8) and 12th December
(for students in years 9, 10 and 11). I
am especially grateful to Pheobe, Jack,
Edward, Sam, Rosie, Holly and Elliott
who worked incredibly hard to prepare
some outstanding presentations on
the policies of the different parties for
these assemblies.

As I write, the approach of the
general election is providing us with
a special opportunity to celebrate
the importance of democracy as one
of our fundamental British values.
Our Year 11 PHSEE day on 10th
December was devoted entirely to the
approach of the election and students
considered the history of elections
and the rise of votes for women,
examined the party manifestoes,
debates questions such as: Should
16 year olds be able to vote? Is the
unelected House of Lords democratic
and Is our voting system fair? Above
all, they considered the importance
of participating in a democracy that
so many people- male and femaleso hard to achieve and ways of
persuading people to vote.

As I write, we do not know the results
of the election at either an Academy or
a national level. At one level, though,
the result does not matter. The
important thing is that we celebrate
the continuation of our democracy and
help our students to understand that
there are, even today, many places
around the world where people are
fighting and dying for the simple right
to vote that we take for granted.

The Academy will continue to pursue
its mission of being an “exceptional
small school where all of our students
succeed because of the way we
personalise their curriculum and
enrich their experience within a
welcoming community”. I am proud of
everything that we have achieved this
year to put that mission into practicenot least will continue record breaking
exam results in the summer and am
confident that we will continue to go
from strength to strength in 2019.
In the meantime, though, a Christmas
break awaits. I would like to thank
all of our teaching and support staff
for their magnificent efforts over a
very long term and to wish all of our
parents and families a peaceful and
happy Christmas.
RICHARD HEDGE
Headteacher

Whatever the results of the elections,
some things will not change.

School Closes for Christmas at 2.00pm
on Friday 20th December 2019 and
re-opens on Monday 6th January 2020.
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Christmas at Dunham Massey

Sports News

We started the Christmas season early on
Friday 29th November with our trip to the
after dark, illuminated trail at Dunham
Massey. The trip was especially for our
Year 6 students who will be making the
transition from Primary in September
2020. Prefects, volunteers and Year 7
students all helped to make our future
new students welcome.

We had a very active start in September when we
recruited new sports teams with enthusiastic students
who were willing to have a go! Our teams included a
male football team, netball team and a year 7 female
football team. From the September our students have
been playing matches against local schools with
varied success.
Some of our more adventurous students have completed
a term of rock climbing at Awesome Walls in Stockport.
This activity goes towards their GCSE PE grade.

The light trail was more impressive than
ever, with highlights including lasers, an
interactive advent calendar and a rousing
chorus of ‘Let it Go’ being blasted through
the trees -how could we not join in?
The trail lights up and winds magically
through the formal gardens and deer park
of Dunham Massey. The weather was
perfect, clear and dry with no rain.
After a short stop to toast some
marshmallows, our groups enjoyed the
food stalls at the old fashioned fairground
before heading home. Our Prefects and
year 7 helpers were perfect ambassadors
for the school with fantastic behaviour
and positive helpful attitudes. A good
time was had by all and it was a perfect
start to the Christmas season!

For students who love sport there are plenty of
opportunities to get involved in our teams or volunteer
to help younger students and Primary schools who
come here every week to partake in sports.
Congratulations to our Boccia champs who competed
in the Inclusion 2020 finals held at Cheshire East
College. James Dellow, James Walker and Scarlett
Davenport-Slater were all awarded bronze medals –
not bad for students who only recently took up
the sport!
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Mayor visits The Macclesfield Academy
Macclesfield Mayor Councillor Janet Jackson
visited us in November and hosted an assembly
where she explained her role. She gave an
overview of her background and how she
came to be elected Mayor.
She then took questions from the students.
Mr. Hedge, Head teacher, said “We are privileged
to have our democratically elected Mayor here,
particularly during this time when we are in
the midst of elections”.

Macmillan Coffee Morning
Great news… Our Macmillan Coffee Morning on
Wednesday December 4th raised £173.36!

Councillor Jackson then visited several classes
as a guest speaker, talking to the students about
the responsibilities of her office, including how
she looks after her chain. She then discussed
the upcoming Mayor’s Carol Service with some
of our students who will be participating.

The money will go straight to Macmillan Cancer Support.
The coffee morning was organised by our events students
as part of their coursework. They designed posters and
promotions, invited people and planned some activities
for the children. They also hosted the event and served
drinks, cakes and biscuits.

The Carol Service will be at St. Georges’ Baptist
Church on Sunday 22nd December at 6.30pm.
We are looking forward to her next visit to our
music festival in February 2020.
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The students would like to thank all of the people who
came to the coffee morning for their support and
generous donations.
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CO-OP CELEBRATION
The Macclesfield Academy was nominated by Co-op customers as a local charity and received 1% of proceeds
from Co-op own branded products purchased by Co-op members. Over a period of months this meant the
Co-op raised a whopping £6457.92 for the Macclesfield Academy!
The money was put towards updating the library system which is used by the whole school. The library is open
during breaks and lunchtimes and also hosts an after-school homework club.
Dr. Skarret, who helped organise the library update said “The library is used every day by every department in
the school. The homework club is particularly useful for students who want to improve their grades. It’s great
to see that local people can really make a difference in the lives of our students”
Representatives of the Macclesfield Academy were invited to local Co-ops for a celebration in November.
Dr.Skarratt, Deputy Head girl Leah Hanaghan and Deputy Head boy Elliot Wiss attended the celebration
as a gesture of thanks to local shoppers and explained how the donation was used.
Special thanks Diane Jackson to for organising the Co-op bid and of course the local shoppers who
nominated us!

Trip to Buxton Opera House to see
‘An Inspector Calls’
58 Students braved the seasonal
weather on Tuesday 19th November
for a trip to Buxton Opera House to
see an outstanding production of
‘An Inspector Calls’, Stephen Daldry’s
multi award-winning production of
JB Priestley’s classic thriller. The trip
was intended to support students
currently studying ‘An Inspector
Calls’ for GCSE.
The production was incredible and
the students were enthralled. For
many, it was their first time in a
theatre and they were wowed by
the architecture and interior of
the building.

The performance
was powerful and
the set design
was particularly
impressive.
Mr. Dethick, who
accompanied the
students said
“Every single
student who went
– their behaviour
throughout the
evening and
especially in
the theatre was
exemplary”

Indian Visitors
We had a brief visit from some Indian school teachers who dropped in on a tour of the UK. The teachers were
from a school in Chennai where some of our students volunteered last year. Mrs. Lucas and Mrs. McDowell
took the group out to the new Picturedrome in Macclesfield where they were reunited with the students who
volunteered in Chennai. Mrs Lucas said “It was a great opportunity to relive our experiences in India and catch
up with what is happening in the school there. The students were delighted to see the team again”.
Mrs. Lucas and Mrs. McDowell showed the visitors around the Macclesfield Academy and they took a question
and answer session about life in Chennai. Mrs. McDowell said “The students learnt about life in India and what
happens to their donations. The Academy will keep in touch with the school in India. We were so privileged that
they came all this way to see us“.

Silk Radio School of the week
Darren from Silk Radio came to record
us in September for our show which was
broadcast the last week of November.

radio and it still came across
effectively. They performed
really well under pressure”

The show featured our new pop choir, a
drama performance and letters from two
of our new year 7’s to their old schools,
about their first week at the Academy.

The show involved some
of our youngest and oldest
students and gave a flavour
of what life is like here at
the Academy.

Our Head Boy Sam Moss introduced the
acts and linked them all together.
Ms. Slade, who organised the drama
performance said “I was really proud of
our actors- they had written an action
drama piece which they had to adapt for
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The show is still available to
listen to as a podcast here:
https://www.silk1069.com/on-air/
podcasts/school-of-the-week/episode/
macclesfield-academy/
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MLF Cultural Tour –
Rosas trip July 2019 by Ffion Edwards

2020
Expedition

We came to school at 6 o’clock in the
morning and arrived at Manchester
airport at around 7 o’clock. After an
enjoyable flight we arrived in the
beautiful city of Barcelona, where we
firstly visited the huge unfinished
cathedral ‘THE SEGRADA FAMILIA’
designed by Antoni Gaudí. The
architecture was very impressive,
especially the amazing rainbow
stain-glass windows. Next, we went
to another one of Gaudí’s creations;
Parc Guell. This was a vast park
filled with little statues of various
creatures and though it was muddy
and rainy it was still a very fun
experience.

Our next big trip is to Vietnam
in 2020 and students have
been busy raising funds in
order to participate. Sam Moss
and Sharnagh Dennehy have
been washing cars, and even
organised a bingo night. Ted
Beswick and his Dad Giles
completed a sponsored bike
ride over the summer which
raised over £600!

After a rest in the hotel we had a
Spanish lesson with teachers in
Rosas in the morning. It was nice
being taught by people who are from
Spain. Following the lesson, we had
a few hours to explore the town we
were staying in. All the different
boutiques and cafés were lovely
and unique.

Geography Field Trip
22 GCSE geographers along with
3 staff embarked on their physical
geography fieldwork trip to study if,
how and why rivers change as they
move downstream. The trip, organised
by Mrs Dooley went well due to careful
planning and checking the weather.
Or it may have been luck!

On the third day we visited the
Salvador Dali museum, his work was
very abstract and entertaining. The
museum was intriguing and there
were countless displays of Dalí’s
many paintings and sculptures.
We then spent time in the town
surrounding the museum, it also had
many cafés similar to Rosas however
there were a lot more tourist shops

The students measured the river’s
width, depth and velocity at various
locations and discussed the landforms
that they had been studying in
lessons along Cumberland Brook. The
geographers worked hard, displayed
great team work skills and enjoyed
learning outside of the classroom.
They will now be using their
knowledge, understanding and data
collected to complete their fieldwork
which they will be assessed on in
the summer term.

where many of us
bought gifts and
souvenirs. After
that we visited
another town
where there was a
large cathedral with
many, many, many
steps! Finally, we
stopped for icecream in a medieval
village.
On the Thursday
we had another
lesson in the
morning and spent some more
time in the town center before
going on a small train that took
us on a tour around Rosas and
the surrounding areas. It was
very scenic and the views were
beautiful! In the afternoon, we
took another tour but this time
on a boat, the water was so
amazing and the glass floor at
the bottom was awesome as we
saw hundreds of fish!
On the final day we drove into
Barcelona, it was lovely and sunny.
We took a cable car up to a mountain
where there were more stunning
views! Then we had a tapas meal in
a restaurant- it was delicious. Finally,
we flew home from Barcelona airport
and arrived home after an amazing
trip to Spain.

IN THE EVENT OF BAD WEATHER...
In the event of deterioration in the weather during the day or overnight, parents
are recommended to check the Academy website to find out the latest information
regarding potential closure.
IF THERE IS NO ANNOUNCEMENT, THE ACADEMY IS OPEN.
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10MPH SPEED LIMIT AND ONE WAY SYSTEM ON
THE MACCLESFIELD LEARNING ZONE

For the safety of all our students and visitors, please adhere
to the 10mph speed limit and one way system throughout
the Learning Zone campus
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01625 383100

If your child does not come into school and the school is open this would count
as an unauthorised absence.
Please do not assume that The Academy will be closed just because other schools in
the area are closed. A notice will also be placed on our website. Please ensure that
students walking to The Academy in icy weather are wearing suitable shoes.
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Academic Excellence
in Maths and English

Quiet reading time
As part of raising standards at the Academy we
have been focusing on reading. At the start of every
English lesson for fifteen minutes, every student has
some dedicated time of quiet reading. This enables
them to concentrate and creates a calm atmosphere
to begin the day’s lessons.

To boost achievement in maths and English we have introduced
a few initiatives this year.

Maths Mentoring
A group of 15 Year 10 students have
volunteered to support Year 7 students
who need a confidence boost in maths
through weekly mentoring sessions.
The activities, following a scheme from
Mathematics Education Innovation
(MEI) include card games and matching
and sorting activities. Year 10 mentors
received guidance and training that
supports mathematical talk and
suggests questions to promote
thinking and to make links to known
facts and strategies.

The materials cover
key aspects of KS3
maths, including:

Books are provided for students to choose from and
they are encouraged to bring their own books in
from home. In lessons such as maths and science,
the class will read a text set by the teacher that is
appropriate to the subject topic.

• Place Value
• Measures
• 2D shape
• Calculation
• Fractions
• Use of calculators

Food bank
donations

English

Thanks to everyone who donated
to our Silklife food bank collection.
It was taken by our willing volunteers
in November.

Our first Reading and Writing Event
on Tuesday 3rd December was a
great success with parents from
Year 7 and 8 coming together to
share ideas on how to support their
children. The session started with a
presentation from Dr Skarratt on the
importance of reading and writing
followed by a range of strategies
tried and tested by parents and
teachers. Time was also spent in
the library looking at the new library
system and parents were able to try
the reading programmes that their
children use.

Duke of
Edinburgh
Awards
Reading Eggs
programme
Year 7 students made superb progress as part of a
targeted programme aimed to improve their reading.
The students were specially selected to be part of
the programme which enhances their reading skills.
Miss Halsall said ‘They have done really well and the
programme is stretching and challenging them’.

Congratulations to Sarah Whittaker,
Charles Hogg and Joe Lomas who
received their Duke of Edinburgh
Bronze Awards in November. Joe used
his photography skills to complete part of
the award. Joe is an extremely talented
photographer and sells his images as prints
and also on cushions. Charles Hogg helped
out at Rugby workshops for younger a child
which has led to a part time paid job. They
will be wearing their badges with pride!
Also the Duke of Edinburgh Silver Award
Expedition dates have been announced:
The Silver Practice Expedition will be
23rd to the 27th April 2020.
The Silver Assessed Expedition will be
2nd and 6th July 2020.
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NOTICES

Bike safety at The
Macclesfield Academy

DIARY DATES

Cycling on site

Please remind your child that they should dismount
at the school gates at the school perimeter and push
their bike to the bike area. Similarly, at the end of the
day, students should push their bike to the gates and

then mount when it is safe to do so. This is especially
important between 8:20 and 8:45, and 3:00 and 3:15,
when our pedestrian footfall is at its highest.

Dangerous behaviour to and from school
It has been brought to our attention that some
individuals, wearing Academy uniform, have exhibited
extremely reckless and dangerous cycling behaviour
outside of school. This includes students deliberately
weaving in front of moving vehicles so they cannot

safely pass; students suddenly pulling out in front of
vehicles, students riding three -abreast on roads and
making it impossible for drivers to pass. Please show
consideration for other road users!

Helmets
We strongly advise that students wear a helmet to
and from school and at all times that they are cycling.
We also advise that students regularly have their
bikes serviced to ensure roadworthiness, and lock
their bikes in school .

EVENTS

WEEK A or WEEK B?

We are really pleased that so many of our students
choose to cycle to school each day, this has multiple
benefits for students’ health and well-being as well
as the environment in general.

6 - 10 January

Week B

13 - 17 January

Week A

20 - 24 January

Week B

27 - 31 January

Week A

3 - 7 February

Week B

10 - 14 February

Week A

• Monday 6th January School opens
• Tuesday 21st January Rotary Club Speaking Competition
The Friends of The Macclesfield Academy (PTA) meeting
• Wednesday 22nd January Year 8 Parents Evening
• Wednesday 29th January Pathways Evening
• Wednesday 5th February PHSEE & Citizenship day
• Thursday 6th February UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge Y9-11
• Wednesday 12th February Primary Schools’ Music Festival
• Thursday 13th February Primary Schools’ Music Festival
• Friday 14th February School closes for half term
• Monday 24th February School reopens
• Thursday 5th March World Book Day
• Wednesday 11th March Year 7 Parents’ Evening
• Tuesday 17th March Year 7 English Production
• Wednesday 18th March Year 7 English Production
• Tuesday 24th March Year 10 Macbeth
• Thursday 26th March Year 11 Class photos
• Friday 3rd April School closes for Easter

HALF TERM
24 - 28 February

Week B

2 - 6 March

Week A

9 - 13 March

Week B

16 - 20 March

Week A

23 - 27 March

Week B

30 March - 3 April

Week A

EASTER HOLIDAYS

0
TERM DATES 2019/2
Close after school on

Tuesday 3rd September 2019

Autumn Term

The Friends of The
Macclesfield Academy
Want to help out and get involved in school life? The
Friends of The Macclesfield Academy are looking for
people who can volunteer some time and talent to help
support our students.

it may be coming up with ideas for events and helping
plan things out. You can give as much or little of your
time as you can manage. It can be a great way of meeting
other parents too.

The friends are a group of parents and carers who
support the school by volunteering their time, skills or
experience. It could be practical things such as running
drinks stalls and getting involved in our sports teams, or

Our next meeting is 6.30pm Tuesday 21st January
2020 at The Macclesfield Academy. If you are interested
please do come along, or drop us an email at
friends@macclesfieldacademy.org for more details.

DON’T FORGET TO CHECK OUR WEBSITE OR TWITTER FOR
UP TO DATE INFORMATION

Reopen on

Mid-Term

Friday 25th October 2019

Monday 4th November 2019

Christmas

Friday 20th December 2019

Monday 6th January 2020

Mid-Term

Friday 14th February 2020

Monday 24th February 2020

Easter

Friday 3rd April 2020

Monday 20th April 2020

May Day

Friday 1st May 2020

Tuesday 5th May 2020

Mid-Term

Friday 22nd May 2020

Monday 1st June 2020

Summer

Thursday 16th July 2020

Staff Training Days: Monday 2nd September 2019 and Friday 20th September 2019 plus Friday 19th June 2020.

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL FAMILY HOLIDAYS ARE BOOKED OUTSIDE OF THESE TERM DATES
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TERM DATES 2020/2
Close after school on

Reopen on
Wednesday 2nd September 2020

Autumn Term
Mid-Term

Friday 23rd October 2020

Monday 2nd November 2020

Christmas

Thursday 17th December 2020

Monday 4th January 2021

Mid-Term

Friday 12th February 2021

Monday 22nd February 2021

@TheMaccAcademy

Easter

Thursday 1st April 2021

Monday 19th April 2021

REMINDER FOR PARENTS:

May Day

Friday 30th April 2021

Tuesday 4th May 2021

Mid-Term

Friday 28th May 2021

Monday 7th June 2021

Summer

Tuesday 20th July 2021

www.macclesfieldacademy.org

PLEASE UPDATE OUR RECORDS IF YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS
OR CONTACT NUMBERS CHANGE

Staff Training Days: Tuesday 1st September 2020 and Friday 18th September 2020 plus Friday 18th June 2021.

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL FAMILY HOLIDAYS ARE BOOKED OUTSIDE OF THESE TERM DATES
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