Reading and Writing
Newsletter
Here at the Macclesfield Academy we believe that literacy is central to your child’s attainment at school. One
strand of this is reading and we have a strong culture of reading across the Academy.
To ensure that every child selects the correct reading material we test a child’s reading age three times a year.
The highest reading age that can be measured is 16 years and it is normal for a child to be reading up to six
months below their chronological age. However, some children are reading more than six months below their
chronological age and therefore need extra support to close this gap. We have a team of dedicated staff that run
reading interventions before and after school.
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Reading for pleasure is more important for children's development than their parents' level of education.


Reading is a more powerful factor in life achievement than
background.


16-year-olds who choose to read books for pleasure outside
of school are more likely to secure professional jobs in later life.


Having books in the home is associated with confidence.



Children who read books more than once a week at age 16 gain higher results in maths than
those who read less regularly.



Reading books significantly reduces feelings of loneliness.



Participation in shared reading groups is linked to enhanced relaxation, calmness, concentration, quality of life, confidence and self-esteem.



Higher literacy skills are associated having a stronger sense of belonging to society.



Studies have found that reading for pleasure enhances empathy, understanding of the self, and
the ability to understand one's own and others' identities.

Let your child choose what to read, rather than choosing what you
think they should read.
Encourage your child to read magazines, comics, newspapers and
the internet as well as books.
Talk to your child about books or magazines you haven’t enjoyed,
as well as things you love.
Buy books as presents.
Encourage your child to write. This could be a diary, a letter, a
shopping list or an email.
Help your child to find books they will enjoy.
Take a look at the school library system OLIVER.
Read together if possible.
Talk to your child about the types of reading that they do in secondary school.
Encourage your child to write a review of the book that they have
read.

In the English Department we have a Reading
Rewards system. For every book that your
child reads, they will receive a reading ticket.
These go into a yearly prize draw for the most
books read. In addition, for every five books
read your child will receive a small reward such
as: a pen, pencils, highlighters etc.
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Take a look at our library system. You can find the link on the school
website. You can search our current stock and take a look at the reading
lists for each department. Every child has a username and password.
They can leave reviews and rate the books they have read.

