Reading and Writing
Newsletter
Here at the Academy we promote reading through all of our subjects and this month we caught up with
Mr Sutton (Subject Lead for Science) and asked him for his thoughts on reading in Science and beyond.
Why is reading important in Science?

Mr Sutton

Reading in science is an essential skill. It is important for our students to learn the vast amount of
science content but reading skills and science skills complement each other. Our students need to
classify and identify details, sequence, make observations and inferences or determine cause
and effect. All these skills are key and will help students to discover that learning is a lifelong process.
How to you promote reading in Science?
In science we promote reading by taking time to read, at the start of most lessons, an interesting
article or information sheet and unpick the keywords. We focus on what our students can infer
from the piece of reading as well as the introduction of new language.

What is your favourite book and why?
I enjoy reading Ernest Hemingway novels. In particular his simple writing style that does not overcomplicate, the settings and
the challenges they pose to his view of life, the people and the romance.
How can parents help at home?
I think parents should encourage reading of any sort but try to ask them what they have understood about the piece.

We are starting to build our collection of
about









eBooks in the academy library. If you haven’t thought

eBooks before, there are many benefits.

Easy access. Students can download their schools’ ebooks from anywhere with an Internet connection.
Ease of use and transport. No more lugging around a heavy textbook or reading book.
students — especially struggling readers — needn’t reveal what they’re reading.
No physical deterioration. Ebooks don’t absorb the same wear and tear as physical books.
Font size and background colour adjustment. Depending on their needs, students can change the
font size of the text and background colour in ebooks.
Built-in dictionary.
Clickable dictionaries allow students to immediately look up
an unknown word.
Easy access to information. Using hyperlinks and bookmarks, students can quickly access information within
ebooks, which is especially helpful for non-fiction texts.

eBooks

• Help by testing your child when they have spellings to learn,
and by encouraging them to look up words they don’t know in
a dictionary.
• When your child has completed a piece of homework ask
them to read it to you.
• Help your child create a plan for any written work.
• Try some skimming and scanning together.
• Cut out newspaper articles about topics your child is studying.
• Read together if your child is having problems with reading
in a particular subject.
• Encourage proof reading by asking your child to read their
written work to you.
• Access an audio or film version of a text your child is reading
and listen/watch together.
• Buy a book, book token or a magazine as a present or reward.

Jasmine Ardern in Year 8

Skye Oliver in Year 9

Ms Hart
As we are now well into Autumn there is no better time to get
reading. Here are some members of our school community taking
time to read a book. .

Hugo Beswick inYear 9

TAKE A LOOK AT THE LIBRARY
Remember to take a look at our library
system. You can find the link on the
school website. You can search our current stock and take a look at the reading
lists for each department. Every child
has a username and password. They can
leave reviews and rate the books they
have read.

