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Wishing you a Happy and
Hope-filled Christmas!
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for all of us as a nation.
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For all of us, 2020 has been a strange and
sometimes frightening year. We have all
known people who have become sick. Sadly
many of us have known people who have
died. We have all worried about our elderly
relatives, our children and, if we are honest,
sometimes ourselves. Many of the routines
that until last March we had taken for granted
now seem a distant memory. However, just
as the message of Christmas is one of light
shining in the darkness, so there have also
been many glimmers of hope in such troubling
times.

Facebook:The-Macclesfield-Academy
Twitter: @TheMaccAcademy
Instagram: maccacademy

All across the country people have shown the
lengths to which they will go in supporting one
another, from literally millions of individual
acts of kindness to national campaigns such
as black lives matter and the Food share
movement to support hundreds of thousands
of children who would otherwise be hungry.
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Being a teacher, being a Headteacher and
most of all, being Headteacher and leader
of this wonderful Academy community have
been the privilege of my professional lifetime.
At the very beginning of my career, a very old
deputy Headteacher said to me and my fellow
trainees that he envied us starting out on our
working lives working with young people. He
was right. For all its occasional frustrations,
I cannot imagine any job as invigorating, as
stimulating or as much plain fun as teaching.
I have been very lucky.
Next Christmas the world will, we hope, be
very different. It is fitting that it will be a new
Headteacher sending out this message. Some
things though will not change. The academy
will continue to be a very special place where
staff and students work together as part of a
community dedicated to the idea of helping
every single individual to thrive in their own
way. For now, though, I wish you all a very
happy, and hope-filled, Christmas.

Here in the Academy, I have been
overwhelmed by the support for collections
for the foodbank and humbled by the lengths
to which colleagues, parents and friends
right across our Academy family have gone
to make the best possible provision for our
children during this strangest of years.
Most of all, the wonderful news of the
development and roll out of vaccines against
coronavirus, give us all grounds to hope
that 2021 will see life return to some sort of
normality.

Richard Hedge
Headteacher
The Macclesfield Academy

Personally, as you know, this will be my last
Christmas as a Headteacher. Excited as I am
by the prospect of retirement and the many
and varied opportunities that lie ahead, I shall
also miss my day to day work with teachers
and students more than I can say.
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ear 7 have settled in well and continue to thrive in school. They are
confident and happy in their surroundings.

We put togther a little video showcase on ClassDojo of what the Year 7’s have been getting
up to because we cannot hold our usual special assembly where we would invite parents and
carers. We continue to use ClassDojo to communicate with parents and carers, it has proved
invaluable during periods of self isolation.
Our Year 7s have joined the School Council and are making their voice heard with some great
suggestions.
The week before Christmas saw many of the Year 7’s writing letters and Christmas cards to care
home residents to spread a bit of Christmas cheer!
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Modern Foreign Languages
insta: maccacademy_mfl
twitter: MaccAcademy_MFL

It’s been a busy first term in the Languages department
at The Macclesfield Academy.
In September we welcomed a new member of staff Mrs Jones (see page 8) along with our new Year 7’s
who have taken to language learning with eagerness! They have settled in well and it has been lovely to
see their confidence grow and it is a pleasure to see them take part in language lessons.
Some Year 7 and 8’s have had the opportunity to learn German in Enrichment this term in addition to
their other language and their enthusiasm has been impressive!
We must mention our dedicated after school ‘High Flyers’ who
have attended this term despite the added pressures of Covid.
Anya Wolverson and Lowri Nettlemill are very hardworking
Dual Linguists. Harry White and Poppy Moores attend an A
level Bridging French class every week and Mrs Jones has
been really impressed with their abilities in French.
With the help of Mrs. Jones, the department has set up new
Insta & Twitter accounts! We use these to showcase good work
and what we are getting up to in the department. They are also
very good for useful revision tips and words of the day.
If you are over 13 you can follow us on insta maccacademy_mfl and twitter MaccAcademy_MFL.
We wish you all a Joyeux Noel, Frohe Weihnachten and Feliz Navidad from Mrs Frank, Mrs Wild,
Mrs Jones and Mrs Burgess.
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SilkLife Foodbank

We visited the foodbank to see what
happens to your donations.
The foodbank is staffed by volunteers, some
of whom work for companies that donate
their staff for a week or two as a way of
giving back to the community. Although the
volunteers are unpaid, they must turn up on
time and treat it as a normal job, otherwise
the foodbank would not be as efficient.

people who have had benefit sanctions.
There are many other reasons; the foodbank
is there for anyone who is in a crisis.
Organisations also use the Foodbank such as
Cre8t and Women’s Refuge.
The foodbank has been running for about
10 years. During this time, the demand has
slowly risen, peaking at an all-time high this
year. Mr. Blackman who manages the Foodbank said ‘We predict it will continue to rise
due to the Covid effect on jobs. The foodbank will be essential in January as more
referrals come in due to due to job losses in
November and people trying to cover the
cost of Christmas’

The foodbank is situated on the ground floor
of a large building on George Street. There is
plenty of space for donations and for sorting
food into bags and boxes to go to the people
that need it the most.
Who uses the Foodbank?
Anyone who uses the foodbank must be
referred from an agency such as a housing
association, G.P. social worker or school.
Individuals who use the Foodbank are
often people who are waiting to be put on
universal credit (5-6 weeks waiting list) or

Over the Christmas period, the team have
pledged that everyone who receives a pack
will also receive a gift for Christmas. There
have been kind donations of selection boxes
and even some Pantomime tickets!

Once your donations have been received, they are divided into different categories
and the use by dates are checked.
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SilkLife Foodbank
The Future
The Foodbank will be here as long as it is
needed. Mr Blackman said;

Thanks to the Foodbank for the wonderful
job they do and to everyone at The
Macclesfield Academy who continues to
donate.

“The past year has been challenging, as the
need is greater, but due to Covid we have
less staff in the building because of social
distancing rules”.
There continues to be a steady stream of
donations and volunteers which reflects
the tight-knit and generous community of
Macclesfield. Mr Blackman reminds us that
giving is not just for Christmas; “January
is a tough month for most of us financially
but for some it is disastrous, so adding a few
items to your shopping list will help us keep
people afloat and remind them that they are
not alone.”

To donate to the Silklife Foodbank, leave
your donation outside the Heads office or
you can make a monetary donation using
school gateway .
Local Churches and Sainsbury’s Macclesfield
also have a collection box available to take
donations on behalf of Silklife Foodbank.
The Silklife Centre, George Street,
Macclesfield, SK11 6HS

Items are put on the shelves, so the volunteers making up the packs can find them
with ease. The packs are then made up to specifications, depending on if the recipient
is a single person or family, then they are distributed out into the community.
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Focus on New Staff
Alice Bowers
When did you discover you wanted to be a
teacher of Humanities?
I had best geography teacher ever when I
was at school, and it was him who sewed
the initial seeds of me wanting to be a
geography teacher. He was funny and I
learnt loads in his lessons, but you didn’t
want to cross him!
I loved that geography could explain the
world around you, and I think I finally decided
I wanted to be a teacher when, aged 15, I
went on a scouts trip to Iceland. Sat on the
bus we could see glaciers out the window,
and I explained to the person next to me
how they formed, they hadn’t done GCSE
geography so didn’t know. Afterwards I
thought actually it might be nice to get paid
to explain stuff!

What is the best thing about
working at The Macclesfield Academy?
I like that it feels like a big family, everyone
knows each other and is super helpful.
It’s nice walking down the corridor and
knowing most pupils by name, it isn’t
always like that in big schools, so it makes a
refreshing change.

When did you start at the Academy?
I started here in September, I am only here
till April as I am covering Mrs Radcliffe’s
maternity. Previous to covid I had spent
a couple of years working as a freelance
outdoor instructor and expedition leader.

What will you be doing mostly over the
Christmas Holidays?
My partner lives abroad, and this year with
the self-isolating rules and covid restrictions
it has been particularly hard.

So when I saw the maternity cover come up at
the academy it seemed perfect.

So most likely it will just be about spending
time together, he will have to self isolate, but
it is better than video calling all the time.

What subjects do you teach here?
Geography and Religious Education.
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Focus on New Staff
Isabelle Jones
When did you discover you wanted to be a teacher of Languages?
I originally trained as a translator/interpreter but I quickly realised
that becoming a teacher was the only real way to pass on my love for
languages. I have not looked back since and I really can’t believe I made
that decision 28 years ago !
What subjects do you teach here?
I teach French and Spanish and I also managed to squeeze in a bit of German for
Y7 enrichment this half term.
What is the best thing about working at The Macclesfield Academy?
The whole school community is so welcoming! The school is also small enough for me to get to
know everybody quite quickly.
What will you be doing mostly over the Christmas Holidays?
I will be celebrating Christmas in England with my close family, as my extended family live in
France. So, I might even get a white Christmas this year!

Megan Geary
When did you discover you wanted to be a teacher of History?
I’ve have always been fascinated with the past. I love finding out interesting stories about those
who have gone before us. I enjoy sharing my passion with others and, by being a teacher, it
means I get to share my love for history with young people every day!
What is the best thing about working at The Macclesfield Academy?
I love how inclusive the school is. Everyone is super friendly and there is a positive atmosphere.
The children are great. They always make me smile with their insightful answers!
What will you be doing mostly over the Christmas Holidays?
Over Christmas, I will be spending lots of time with my family. Hopefully, if
permitted, I will be able to see my nana and grandad who I haven’t seen in
ages because of lockdown. I have missed them lots, but safety comes first.
I’m sure that my sister and I will take our overexcited cocker spaniel on lots
of long walks in the Cheshire countryside over the festive period.
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Art Department

GCSE Art - Printmaking with the theme of ‘Into the Deep’

Year 8 Insect Project - Exploring form

Year 9 - Natural Forms
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Year 7 - Enrichment ink work

STEM

Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics.

usical mathematicians from Dr Hazel’s Year 11 class enjoyed
a lunchtime webinar on the subject of the links between
Mathematics and Music.

M

We heard musical extracts with examples of symmetry, repeating
patterns, palindromes and explored ratios and equal temperament
with Robin Wilson, organised by the Institute of Mathematics and its
Applications (IMA). We found some extracts quite difficult to listen to,
particularly those in different tunings which sounded very alien to our
ears. Our personal highlight was having Robin answer the question we
submitted about 31 note keyboards and we learnt that there is one such
keyboard in the Musical Instrument Museum in Belgium; perhaps we
can have a trip to visit one day!
Our maths department Elf also enjoyed the webinar as you can see
from the picture.

Year 8 students have been using their
knowledge and creativity to make
models of the DNA structure.
This one is a real beauty!

9SLB spent their science lesson yesterday
creating a game about space. They
worked extremely well and produced
some excellent examples.
Lots of attention to detail!
Great work Year 9!
10

CREATIVE ARTS
MUSIC & DRAMA

Christmas Concert
Thank you to our wonderful music department who have still managed to put on a virtual Christmas Concert,
despite all of the Covid restrictions. The show must go on!

Drama Enrichment Group
Our Drama Enrichment Year 8 Group normally perform for assemblies but this
time they had to film their performance. The piece explore how people really feel
about lockdown and how we often gloss over our real feelings and put up a front.
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PE

You will have seen our ‘students of the term’ email- we are immensely proud
of our PE students this term, they have come a long way since we started
back in September.

We are excited to reveal our PE Extra-Curricular Timetable starting the Week Comencing 4th
January 2021! All clubs are free of charge and it would be great to see as many students
attending the clubs on their designated night. Keeping healthy is so important for our physical
and mental health. Have a lovely Christmas, PE Staff.

English
If you need a book from the library you can
search our current stock and take a look at the
reading lists for each department online.
You can request a book from the shelves to
take home. When you return the book it will
be put back on the shelves after it has been
quarantined.
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School News

C

hristmas dinner was served
this week!

Mrs. Salt and her team worked tirelessely to produce
a full roast turkey dinner with all the trimmings for
every student and member of staff.
They even had some help serving up from Mr.
Dethick, Mr. Snowball and Mr. Worstencroft!
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SCHOOL UNIFORM REMINDER
If you are buying items of uniform for January please
remember the following:1. Only black leather or leather look shoes will be
allowed. Canvas/trainers footwear of any type is not
allowed.
2. Boots of any type are not allowed in school.
Pupils who walk to school in boots must enter via the
main yard where they can change into school shoes,
before entering the main building.
3. No facial piercings or earring spacers are
allowed and must be removed before entry to
school. There is no allowance made because the
piercing is new or because the hole may heal. Pupils
are aware of this rule. Students with ear piercings
should only have a single plain stud in each ear.
4. Similarly hairstyles that attract attention because
they are of an unusual style or colour are not allowed. Pupils will not be allowed to ’grow it out’.
5. School pants are of the traditional variety; black
jeans, leggings, ‘jeggings’, trousers with a thick
buckled or studded waist band are not acceptable.
6. A bag large enough to carry a ring binder, a
planner, a scientific calculator and a well-stocked
pencil case remain compulsory, everyday items for
school.

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-macclesfield-academy

7. PE Kit – From January, all students will be doing
Hockey in PE, it is essential that they have shin pads,
blue football socks to cover the shin pads and a
mouth guard is also advisable

BREAKS / LUNCH / CANTEEN

SCHOOL UNIFORM SUPPLIERS
Please remember to top
up your childs account
using school Gateway,
preferably the day before
as payments do not always
register straightaway.

Academy uniform can be purchased
from our sole stockist in Macclesfield,
Classworx, King Edward Road,
Macclesfield
SK10 1AP
Website: www.classworx.co.uk
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Support from School
Pastoral Team 2020 /2021
Year 7
Mrs Locke kerry.locke@macclesfieldacademy.org
Year 8
Ms Renn claire.renn@macclesfieldacademy.org
Year 9
Mrs Mathers debbie.mathers@macclesfieldacademy.org
Year 10
Mrs Murray gaynor.murray@macclesfieldacademy.org
Mr Davis john.davis@macclesfieldacademy.org
Year 11
Ms Slade dyane.slade@macclesfieldacademy.org
Family coordinator - Mrs Pauline Holt
pauline.holt@macclesfieldacademy.org
Ms Lesley Milloy SENCO
Lesley.Milloy@macclesfieldacademy.org
Safeguarding
Should parents or members of the public have any
safeguarding or welfare concerns about a student of
The Macclesfield Academy they should be reported
via one of the routes shown below:
safeguarding@macclesfieldacademy.org
01625 383100
If a student or parent has any concerns regarding
bullying they can send an email here:
tellus@macclesfieldacademy.org

Did you know that you can support The Macclesfield Academy by shopping in your local Co-op? If you become
a Co-op member you can choose us as your local cause and every time you buy Co-op branded products
Co-op will donate a percentage of thier profit to us! Click here to find out more.
Facebook:The-Macclesfield-Academy

Twitter:@TheMaccAcademy
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Instagram: maccacademy

TERM DATES
Term dates 2020/2021
Close after school on

Reopen on

Autumn Term

Wednesday 2nd Sept 2020

Mid-Term

Friday 23rd October 2020

Monday 2nd November 2020

Christmas

Thursday 17th December 2020

Monday 4th January 2021

Mid-Term

Friday 12th February 2021

Monday 22nd February 2021

Easter

Thursday 1st April 2021

Monday 19th April 2021

May Day

Friday 30th April 2021

Tuesday 4th May 2021

Mid-Term

Friday 28th May 2021

Monday 7th June 2021

Summer

Tuesday 20th July 2021

Staff Training Days : Tuesday 1st September 2020,Friday 18th September 2020 plus Friday 18th June 2021.
PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL FAMILY HOLIDAYS ARE BOOKED OUTSIDE OF THESE TERM DATES

Term dates 2021/2022
Close after school on
Autumn Term

Reopen on
Monday 6th September 2021

Mid-Term

Friday 22nd October 2021

Monday 1st November 2021

Christmas

Friday 17th December 2021

Tuesday 4th January 2022

Mid-Term

Friday 18th February 2022

Monday 28th February 2022

Easter

Friday 1st April 2022

Tuesday 19th April 2022

May Day

Friday 29th April 2022

Tuesday 3rd May 2022

Mid-Term

Friday 27th May 2022

Monday 6th June 2022

Summer

Friday 22nd July 2022

Staff Training Days : Friday 3rd September 2021, Friday 17th September 2021 and Friday 17th June 2022.
PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL FAMILY HOLIDAYS ARE BOOKED OUTSIDE OF THESE TERM DATES
Key dates: Please refer to the website here.
Key dates are subject to last minute changes due to the current pandemic.
Facebook:The-Macclesfield-Academy

Twitter:@TheMaccAcademy
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Instagram: maccacademy

